
DECISION ON APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENT 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 HEARING COMMISSIONERS 

The programmed removal of up to 100 live and 100 
dead pine trees within the regenerating bush area, 10 
stand alone pines and wattles on the ridge south of 
Rae Road and an Acmena stand near the Beach Road 
entrance at Centennial Park, Campbell's Bay. 

 

A. That the Discretionary Activity Land Use Consent application by Richard Hursthouse -Chairman; 
Centennial Park Bush Society for the remove of up to 100 live hundred and 100 dead Pines within 
the regenerating bush area, 10 stand-alone Pines and Wattles on the ridge south of Rae Road and 
Acmena (near the beach Road entrance) at Centennial Park, R184 Beach Road, Campbell's Bay 
(being Lot 1 DP 194867, Lot 1 DP 194866, Lot 17 DP 156171) BE GRANTED pursuant to Sections 
104,105, and 108 of the Resource Management Act 1991 for the following reasons: 

1.     Any actual or potential effects on the surrounding environment will be minor subject to appropriate 
conditions of consent as: 

•  The plants listed for removal are noted as plant pests with the underlying principle of the 
application to restore native bush within Centennial Park. The regeneration of native bush in 
Centennial Park is positive in the long-term ecological and landscaped character of the Park. 

•  The application will be staged and recommended conditions of consent will ensure that such 
staging is appropriate in the minimization of visual effects. 

•  Replanting will be undertaken to ensure that the amenity value of the urban landscape is not 
adversely compromised. A reasonable level of regenerated native tree cover will be retained and 
further established within Centennial Park. 

•  Works will be undertaken under arboricultural direction, managed by arboriculturally sensitive 
removal methodologies. 

2.     The proposal is not contrary to the Objectives and Policies of the District Plan at 8.3.4 Tree 
Management because: 

•  The vital role of trees in terms of pollutant absorption and life supporting characteristics (water, 
oxygen, soil, carbon etc) will not be compromised, sufficient regrowth will provide for screening, 
shade and shelter and species selection will not unduly limit bird or insect habitat. 

•  Significant pine stands will be retained and overall native regeneration will contribute to the 
amenity, landscape and ecological values in the urban area. 

 

•  The level of pine, wattle and acmena tree removal will be staged, minimising impact upon the 
pleasantness of the landscape. 

•   Replacement planting of native species will assist in the underlying objective of native forest 
restoration. 

3.       The proposal is consistent with the relevant Assessment Criteria at 8.4.6.6.1 General 
Assessment Criteria and 8.4.6.6.4 Works to Trees in Roads and Reserves. 

4.       Aspects of the proposal that are considered to result in more than minor effects relate to the 
removal of all wilding pines from the valley within Area B. It is recognised that such alteration to 
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the pine canopy will open up views across the valley (including housing on either side of the 
reserve). The removal of the acmena from the Beach Road entrance will also result in effects 
upon visual amenity and outlook, which are considered to be more than minor. However, I 
consider that these aspects of the proposal can be distinctly separated and managed by 
restrictive conditions if the Commissioners are of the mind to grant consent. The removal of the 
wattle trees, whilst limiting (to a minor degree) exotic diversity within the park, will eliminate a 
recognised weed menace and further assist in the regeneration of native bush within Area B of 
the park. 

5.       The removal of invasive species is consistent with Part II of the Resource Management Act in 
that the sustainable management of the Park's resources is best achieved by this intervention. 
The removals will provide a more balanced and stable long-term ecological environment 
including the improved bio-diversity of the catchment. 

B. That pursuant to Section 125 of the Resource Management Act 1991, this consent shall LAPSE five 
years after the grant of this consent unless given effect to before that date, however once exercised 
may be staged over a period until 1

st
 July 2015. This period is considered fair and reasonable within 

which to give effect to the activity, having regard to the scale and nature of the activity, the voluntary 
nature of the society and their reliance on funding from other sources. 

That pursuant to Sections 108 and 108 A of the Resource Management Act 1991, this consent is 
SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

GENERAL 
1.     Subject to the conditions set out below, the tree work shall proceed in accordance with the activity 

submitted for this Land Use Consent, referenced as LX-2120048 by the Council. This includes 
the Council stamped, approved application and plans prepared by the Centennial Park Bush 
Society dated 24

th
 November 2003 and 16"

1
 December 2004. 

2.     The extent of the tree removal shall be limited to the following: 

•   Removal of all wattle trees (plus 10 pine trees) from within the area described within the 
application as the "wattle ridge", south of the Rae Road entrance; 

•  Removal of individual wilding pines within the regenerating bush area (Area B). Removal of pines 
is not to exceed 100 live trees. Works are to be undertaken over a minimum period of 5 years; 
and shall include no more than 20 live pines per annum. The consent also covers removal of 
100 dead pine trees over a minimum period of 5 years, at a rate of no greater than 20 trees per 
annum. 

•  Removal of 28 acmena trees within Area C (adjacent the Beach Road entrance). The removal of 
Acmena is to be staged over a minimum period of five years. No more than 11 trees within the 
year one (restricted to 7 outlying Acmena and 4 from the Acmena grove), 4 trees within the year 
two, 5 trees within the year three and a further 4 trees each in the years four and five (all from 
the grove) are to be removed. 

•  Included is a blanket consent for the applicant to continue to remove self sown (wilding) pines, 
wattle and Acmena seedlings where required. 

•  Where funding is limited, priority shall be given to removal of older wilding pines closest to public 
walkways and species classified as plant pests. 

3.     This consent once exercised shall extend for a period to 1st July 2015 or until all works 
 

permitted as described in condition 2 have been fulfilled. This shall allow the continuance of the 
consent should funding prevent the tree removals within the 5 year timeframe described. 

4.     All visually significant stands of pine trees (notably the large plantation at Rae Road, the 
Aberdeen Road end of the golf course, pines along the parks roads and any other stand alone 
pine tree within grassy areas and elsewhere in the park) are not included for removal within this 
application. 

5.     All trees that are designated for removal are to be removed by Council Approved Contractors. 
Details of the proposed contractor must be submitted to the Parks Arborist for approval, prior to 
any works commencing within the reserve. 

6.     No trees are to be removed without consent from the Parks Arborist. 

7.     The consent holder shall compile a photographic record of the Acmena trees prior to any 



removal works to duly record any historical amenity associated with these trees. 

BEFORE WORKS PROCEED 
8.     Council's Monitoring Officer must be advised in writing three working days prior to any site 

works or vegetation removal. This shall include details of the tree removals to be carried out 
within a particular removal session and the Management Plan required by condition 9. Please fill 
out and return the attached form by fax or post. 

9.     A detailed Management Plan shall be prepared, for the approval in writing, by the Council's 
Monitoring Officer prior to work commencing on the site. The Management Plan shall include 
specific details relating to avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse effects on the environment 
of all works associated with the tree removal proposed including (but not limited to): 

(i)  Details of the works manager, including their contact details (phone, facsimile, postal 
address); 

(ii)     Measures to be adopted to maintain the site in a tidy condition in terms of 
disposal/storage of rubbish, storage and unloading of plant and equipment for tree 
work activities; 
(iii)     Ingress and egress to and from the site for vehicles and machinery during the site 

works period. (iv)    Proposed numbers and timing of truck movements throughout the 
day and the 

proposed routes. (v)     Proposed hours of work on the site shall be restricted to the 
hours of 7:00am to 

6:00pm Monday to Friday to ensure that works cease through the weekend to 
avoid conflict with the public use of the reserve. NB: work shall correspond with 
the noise limits specified in Section 10 of the District Plan and with NZS 6803P at 
all times. (vi) Pedestrian safety and reserve encroachment 

management. 

The above details shall be shown on a site plan and supporting documentation as appropriate. 
The approved Management Plan shall be implemented and maintained throughout the entire 
period of works. 

Work on Trees 
10.    All tree felling and debris disposal and all works associated with this project, shall be carried 

out in accordance with modern arboricultural standards and practices, under the on-site direction 
and supervision of an experienced Arborist, approved by the Council (hereafter called the 
Appointed Arborist), retained by the consent holder at the consents holders expense. The 
appointed Arborist shall liaise with the Council's Parks Department Arborist and Council's 
Monitoring Officer and hold regular meetings with them (at the discretion of the Council Officers) 
to discuss tree care matters before, during and upon completion of each annual phase of tree 
removals. This Arborist shall also ensure that no unauthorised work is undertaken on the trees. 

11.    The consent holder shall provide the name/s of Arborists to be engaged to carry out the 
supervisory/advisory role as the Appointed Arborist for the entire project, for acceptance by 
the North Shore City Council's Parks Department Arborist, prior to the commencement of any 
works on the site. 

 

12.    Prior to all work commencing on site, the Appointed Arborist shall arrange for a site meeting 
to take place between the contractor and Council's Environmental Services and Parks Arborists. 
Items for discussion at this meeting shall include works methodologies considered necessary in 
order that trees located on adjacent reserve land and potentially affected by this consent, may 
be satisfactorily preserved from adverse effects associated with tree removal activities on the 
site. 

13.     The Appointed Arborist shall assume responsibility for all tree protection, preservation and 
felling activity within the root zones of understorey trees and shrubs, including maintenance and 
monitoring during the project. Within one month of completion of each annual phase of tree 
removals, the Appointed Arborist shall provide a written statement confirming that works and 
activity associated with the project have been conducted with no more than a minor impact on 
understorey protected trees. 

14.    Replanting methodologies shall be in accordance with those submitted with the application 
and shall include soil testing to determine the extent of soil acidity that may have occurred. 
Should soil acidification be detected this must be balanced by the localised application of lime to 
the soil at the time of replanting. 

Landscape Plans A.    
Acmena Area 

15.    Prior to the removal of any acmena trees a landscape plan (in general accordance with the 



concept landscape plan, prepared by Centennial Park Bush Society, entitled Planting Plan 
'Acmena Area', dated November 2003 drawing 2/3), shall be submitted for approval by Council's 
Parks Department Landscapist. 

To demonstrate adequate mitigation for the removal of the 28 acmena trees the landscape plan 
shall include replanting of larger grade trees (that produce bird food, berries and nectar) within 
the first year at a rate of three trees per every acmena removed. Successive replanting following 
the removals as programmed within years 2, 3,4 and 5 shall include a minimum of two 
replacement trees for every acmena removed. Species selection must be agreed with by 
Council's Parks Landscapist and specified on the above landscape plan. 

16.    With reference to the above "Acmena Area" only, at any time over the next five planting 
seasons following the first planting all newly planted trees required by this consent that die or 
decline to a point that, in the opinion of the Council's Monitoring Officer, they are of no value 
(having regard to their intended purpose) shall be replaced by the consent holder. The 
replacement tree or shrub shall be of the same type, grade and size as the one it replaces and 
shall be planted no later than the following planting season (i.e. Autumn to Spring) following 
instruction to do so by the Council's Monitoring Officer. 

B.     Wattle Area 
17.    Replacement planting shall be in accordance with the approved landscape prepared by the 

Centennial Park Bush Society reference LX-2120048 (as mitigation for the removal of the wattle 
and pine within the wattle ridge), dated November 2003, entitled Planting Plan "Wattle Area', 
prepared by the Centennial Park Bush Society, drawing 3/3 and shall be implemented within the 
first planting seas following each staged removal of vegetation. 

18.    The approved replacement planting (for the wilding pines) shall include a minimum of three 
native species as replacement for each pine tree to be removed. These trees are to be planted 
within the light wells left by the removed pine trees. 

19.    Councils Monitoring Officer shall be notified by the consent holder upon completion of the 
landscape work in order to ensure compliance with the plan. Further monitoring at 24 months 
from that date shall take place to ensure a maintenance program is undertaken. This 
maintenance program must extend for a minimum of two years following completion of the initial 
planting. All newly planted trees and/or shrubs that die or decline, to a point that in the opinion of 
the Council's Monitoring Officer they are of no value, at any time over the next two years 
following the initial planting, must be replaced. The replacement trees and/or shrubs must be of 
the same type, grade and size and planted no later than the following planting season (May to 
August), following instruction to do so by council. 

20.    The consent holder shall submit a tree report to the Council's Monitoring Officer, 12 months 
following completion of all works on site. The purpose of this report is to determine the health of 
the newly planted trees required by this consent and any damage that may have occurred to 
retained protected trees which has become apparent over the previous 12 months. This report 
shall also itemise any remedial actions that may be required to those trees and shall be to the 
satisfaction of the Council's Monitoring Officer. 

21.    All approved landscaping shall be maintained as described in the maintenance schedule 
accompanying the landscaping plan to the satisfaction of Council's Monitoring Officer. 

 


