
29 March 2007  

Hello All,  

I am writing on behalf of Andrew Rutledge, the Parks and Leisure Manager, in response to questions relating 
to Resource Consent LX2120048 for the removal of trees and pest plants in Centennial Park. 

As you are aware the Parks Department needed address issues relating to the Centennial Park 
Management Plan before the initiating the removal of the trees. 

It was considered that more time was required to review the Reserve Management Plan, in particular  
references to the wattle species in this document and  to determine the implications of these in relation to 
this Resource Consent. It was thought prudent at that time that all the trees and pest plants species in this 
Resource Consent be included in this review. 

Having had the opportunity to complete this process, our recommendation is that the wattle removal become 
subject to a full review of the Management Plan for Centennial Park.  

This process will give everybody the an opportunity to have their say under the most transparent framework 
available to us. We also suggest that an ecological restoration plan is developed for the relevant areas of this 
park as part of this process. The Management Plan is a statutory document that will determine the 
management and operation of the reserve for the next ten years.  

The  review of the process has clarified that there is no reason why the works on the pine trees can't proceed 
as per the Resource Consent approval. To that end the Parks Arborist will authorise the contractors involved 
to initiate this process. 

Finally, regarding the question of the removal of the acmena species. This Department feels compelled to 
support the progressive replacement of these pest plants for the following reasons.  

-North Shore City Council has issued a Resource Consent for their progressive replacement.  
-That this species is listed as a pest plant on both the national and regional pest plant lists.  
-The Takapuna Community Board granted Landowner Consent for the replacement of these pest plants  
-The Auckland Regional Council are prepared to fund these works signalling their support.  
-Replacement is supported in the existing Reserve Management Plan and the North Shore City Council 
parks policy.  
-The  plants chosen to replace the acmena provide an appropriate and rapid solution to the temporary loss 
visual amenity in the vicinity. 

-That the Centennial Bush Society have an excellent track record in the management of this reserve and 
revegetation projects and this Department is confident that     replacement will be carried out in a thorough 
manner. 

At this stage we recommend that we receive feedback from all parties involved on the question of the 
acmenas before these trees are replaced. We will not initiate the replacement process until all parties have 
had an opportunity to replay to this recommendation. 

Regards  

 

John McKellar  

Parks Officer  

 


