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Submission to Draft Management Plan for Centennial Park  
by Centennial Park Bush Society Inc 
 
Centennial Park Bush Society wishes to speak to this submission.  
 
Summary 
Centennial Park Bush Society (CPBS) supports  
• continued management of invasive weeds throughout the park using methods recommended by experts 

in weed control  
• the continued gradual felling of pines in the main bush area, retaining significant plantations 
• the removal of all acmena from Centennial Park and road reserves as soon as possible 
• the removal of all wattles from Centennial Park 
• the restoration (weed control and encouragement of native vegetation) of Park Rise bush 
• a track from Park Rise to Kowhai Rd through Park Rise bush 
• continued maintenance and enhancement of the arboretum areas of the park 
• Centennial Park as the centre of the larger Campbells Bay Urban Sanctuary 
• a sensitive upgrade of the Rae Rd entrance 
• a catchment management plan and work to prevent accelerated erosion of gullies 
 
CPBS wish to be consulted on all actions within the entire park which may adversely impact on the park, 
including any major golf club development or any actions which affect vegetation or watercourses in the 
park. 
 
General 
Please refer to our original submission on the management plan, our annual financial report and the annual 
chairman’s report 2008 attached. Also to be submitted with the oral submission is a powerpoint show 
demonstrating before and after monitoring photos of CPBS Centennial Park projects. 
 
CPBS has been active in this park for at least 30 years. Initially under the direction of Mrs Pat and Prof John 
Morton, the society has systematically removed invasive plants and planted native trees to enhance the 
bush. In 2007 volunteers carried out more than 1000 hours of work in the park and this year to date 640 
hours. In the past financial year CPBS spent $22,000 on weed control and planting in the park.  
 
The Draft Management Plan is a vastly improved plan on the previous plan, and we congratulate the author. 
There has been significant independent research into the issue of invasive weed management, which 
supports the CPBS view that these should be removed from Centennial Park. This is not surprising as the 
CPBS position is based on input from ARC weed ecologists, experienced weed control contractors, and 
huge on the ground experience of what is and what is not naturalising.  
 
Opposition to our work comes from a very vocal minority. This opposition has cost the council conservatively 
$10,000 in defending our resource consent and $20,000 in reviewing this management plan. 
 
Management of Invasive Weeds 
Control of invasive weeds is a science and hard work. We have received significant input into this from 
experts and have refined our techniques over time to those which provide the most effect for the least effort 
and which are ecologically friendly. Many volunteer hours are spent on this endeavour. The management 
plan should not unnecessarily restrict methods of weed control.  
 
The reference to ring barking and drilling and injecting should be removed from the plan. This is unnecessary 
detail, in a high level document. We accept this is not acceptable for large pines, but is an effective and 
ecologically sound method for smaller weed trees, supported by experts in the field. North Shore City parks 
policy needs to change on this issue.  



 
The plan must enable future emerging invasive plants to be removed easily without recourse to prolonged 
consent battles.  
 
Felling of pines 
As per the previous management plan pines were ring barked and left to die naturally. This is ecologically 
sound, aesthetically not pleasing, but cheap. This practice is no longer permitted and CPBS has consent to 
fell 100 live and 100 dead pines over 10 years. To date 40 have been felled by CPBS at a cost of approx 
$400 per tree. Replanting has been extensive. 
 
Acmena smithii 
Acmena is a serious invasive weed pest. It spreads widely via birds, grows anywhere and is hard to kill. We 
have removed 1000s of acmena seedlings from the bush. CPBS fought a prolonged unpleasant battle with 
some ardent weed lovers over monkey apple trees in the park. We gained consent to remove 28 of these. To 
date 15 have been removed at our expense, supported by ARC grants, with replanting funded by the Parks 
Department. CPBS has also removed approximately 40 acmena from the golf course and playcentre in the 
past 2 years, replanting with large grade native and introduced species. There are now only 6 remaining on 
the golf course. The Wildlands report opinion is that the remainder of these should be removed forthwith as 
they are such a serious pest in native bush. We strongly support this stance. 
 
Wattles 
CPBS volunteers have removed literally 100s of wattles from the native bush in Centennial Park. They are a 
significant plant pest which have no place in this park. We have consent to remove those wattles south of 
Rae Rd. We also have consent to remove some of the pines on this ridge as their presence will hinder 
regeneration and replanting. The management plan needs to change to permit this to happen. Council has 
removed wattles near the top of Park Rise, and has supported CPBS paying for wattle removal on the border 
of Park Rise bush.  
 
Restoration of Park Rise bush 
Park Rise bush is the name we have given to the 5 hectare bush remnant at the top of Park Rise. This area 
is heavily infested with weeds and CPBS has begun reducing their impact with volunteer weed control. We 
have paid for pampas control and planted significantly in this area already. We have the support of local 
residents to do this work and Milford Rotary has assisted with weed control. This is one of a number of bush 
areas in the golf course lease. The other bush areas also need significant weed control work. 
 
Park Rise to Kowhai Rd Track 
CPBS has proposed a track from Park Rise to Kowhai Rd, through Park Rise bush, with a high bridge across 
the main gully. We have spent $2000 on a preliminary report on this from Frame Group. The parks 
department has approved this in principle as has the Takapuna Community Board. This proposal needs to 
be in the management plan before it can proceed.  
 
Arboretum 
Much of this area was planted by CPBS. An inventory of exotic trees in this area has been prepared by 
CPBS. Several introduced species have been planted in this area recently and CPBS wishes to be involved 
in its augmentation.  
 
Campbells Bay Urban Sanctuary (CBUS) 
Modelled on the mainland island projects in DOC reserves, where predator control is used to enhance native 
wildlife including birdlife, this project aims to encourage everyone in the catchment to reduce invasive weeds, 
plant bird friendly trees and reduce the impact of predators thoughout Campbells Bay. CBUS should be 
supported in the management plan.  
 
Rae Rd Entrance 
CPBS has commissioned a landscape plan for the Rae Rd entrance. The plan needs to support the concept 
of upgrading the Rae Rd entrance. We will show this plan during our oral submission. 
 
Catchment management plan 
A catchment management plan is urgently required. Work is needed to reinforce eroding gullies due to 
excessive runoff from intensive housing.  
 

Specific Issues  
Tennis club request to remove trees 



P23, para 6, it unlikely that the plan is referring to Monterey pines (Pinus radiata) when saying these are the 
most attractive. There are several Pinus palustris in this area which are the more attractive tree.  
 
Weed & Weed Tree Management  
P1 para 4, states that this should be a high level strategic document, not providing specific details on the day 
to day management of the reserve.  
 
P1 para 6 Best should be closely. 
 
P12 Policy 5 (and p 25 para 6) refers to ring barking, stem drilling and poisoning of weed trees. This refers to 
specific details of day to day management and is not consistent with P1, Para 4. It could be stated that “ring 
barking of large pines is no longer accepted practice” CPBS strongly believe these techniques should 
continue to be permitted for smaller weed trees such as privet, which are well away from public areas. These 
techniques are common practice by weed contractors and must be able to continue. 
 
P7 para 5, ADD “and other non referenced invasive plants” 
 
P22 para 3, wilding seedlings, including wild oak and pine seedlings should be controlled in all areas of the 
park 
 
P23, it should be recognised that CPBS has been planting native trees including rimu, kauri, tanekaha, 
kohekohe in light wells in the pine plantations. 
 
P24, para 2, CPBS has already been removing thousands of acmena seedlings  
 
P24 para 4, stump poisoning of golden wattle is not necessary 
 
P25, para 3, acmena grove. Why commission a report and then ignore its findings. Staged removal is 
proving to be a protracted process full of conflict with neighbours. Removal of all the acmenas should be 
done as soon as possible and replanting carried out.  
 
P52 Aruajia, moth plant, Agapanthus, Ageratina are now ARPMS surveillance category 
 
P52 Juglans regia, common walnut, the only specimen in the park was planted and there is no sign of 
naturalising  
 
P54 populus, silver poplar is definitely naturalising and behaving as a weed in the 7

th
 tee area and should be 

category 2 or 3,  
 
Areas B and C boundary (p3, p5) 
The boundary between areas B&C should be moved to include the wetland in area B. CPBS sees little point 
in the distinction between area B and C as there are exotics in Area B which will be retained and plenty of 
native bush areas in Area C. Most of the exotic trees in area C have been planted by the CPBS over many 
years.  
 
Golf Course Redevelopment & management 
P8 and P29, CPBS would like to be involved early in consultation about any redevelopment plans, especially 
where these impact on existing trees or native vegetation. 
 
P26 para 4, CPBS would like to be consulted on any tree plan for the golf club.  
 
P31, para 3, CPBS would like the golf club to be more proactive with weed control in the bush remnants on 
the golf course 
 
Avenue of Remembrance 
P18, para 1, “planted by the men going off to World War ll in 1939” should be “planted by local residents to 
commemorate the 1940 Centennial celebrations.” 
 
P39 para 2, is another version of the story and is also incorrect. 
 
Minor points of correction 
P ii  para 5, “However, the report also notes (delete has) 
 



P1 para 2, delete “suspension” – the proposed bridge is a high bridge, not a suspension bridge 
P14 policy 4, delete “suspension” 
 
P3 para 1, “Sanford St” should be “Sandford St”. Pedestrian access is also available at the top of Park Rise 
and East Coast Rd 
 
P3 para 3, distance to Campbells Bay Reserve =? 
 
P5 para 1, “…restoration of the the native vegetation in the park” , ADD and planted many of the exotic tree 
collection in the park” 
 
P8 para 1, “the society wishes to undertake…” should be “the society is undertaking…” 
 
P10, “three golf courses” should be “four golf courses” 
 
P11 Objective 3, policy 3, the two gun emplacements are not in the golf course. One is in the bush and one 
is partially buried by the thirteenth tee. 
 
P12 Policy 2, “”noted as class 1 and 2” should be “noted as class 1, 2 or 3”.  “This list should be updated 
every 3 years” should be “This list should be updated every 3 years by the parks department in conjunction 
with the CPBS” 
 
P12 Policy 6, exotics might still be ok in grassed areas of Area B 
 
P12 Policy 8, ADD “in consultation with CPBS” 
 
P12 Policy 10, “Council’s tree collections…” should be “the tree collections in Area C, in the main planted by 
CPBS, will be enhance and where appropriate, interpretation provided.” 
 
P15 para 3, delete redundant “the” 
 
P17 para 5 “Sanford” should be “Sandford”, “Ashbury” should be “Asbury” 
 
P17 para 7, “Centennial Rise” should be “Centennial Place” 
 
P19 para 5, “Kihikatea” should be “kahikatea” 
 
P20 para 4, “..kohekohe track and Centennial Place..”, should be “…Kohekohe track and near the 
Centennial Place…” 
 
P26 para 6, CPBS “is proposing to undertake..”  should be “is undertaking…” 
 
P26 para 7, “sited” should be “sighted” 
 
P32 para 4, there is already seating on this embankment ?? 
 
P34 para 2, “walking school bus track” should be “Walking Bus Track” 
 
P36 para 19 “gumdiggers Five” ?? 
 
P48 Exotic plants – needs finalising 
 
P53 “maindenhair” should be “maidenhair” 
 
P54 para 1, acema should be acmena 
 
 
 
Richard Hursthouse 
Chairman 
June 2008  


