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NORTH SHORE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting 
 
 

TAKAPUNA COMMUNITY BOARD 
 
 

Thursday, 30 October 2008 at 4.00pm 
and reconvened on 

Wednesday, 10 December at 4.00pm 
and 

Monday, 16 February 2009 at 4.00pm 
 
 
 
 

Takapuna Community Boardroom 
2 The Strand, Takapuna 

 
 
 
Present: Community Board Members Lawes (Chairperson), Freeman (Deputy Chair) - until 6.12pm, 

Crews, O'Connor  
 
Apologies: K McKay, M Sheehy 
 

RESOLVED: 
(Lawes/Freeman) 

 
That the apologies be sustained. 

 
In Attendance: Parks Policy & Planning Advisors (R Hughes and E Barwell), Parks Arborist (A Le Claire), 

Manager Customer Services (B English), Community Board Secretary (J Joseph) 
 
Also 
In Attendance: Consultant  (A Campion) 
 
 
 
 
 
TCB-204: Review of Centennial Park Reserve Management Plan 

AUTHOR:  Parks Policy& Planning Advisor, 20 October 2008  
 
 

Copies of the initial submissions had been distributed to Members under separate cover and are attached to 
the original of these minutes as  (Attachment TCB-204/1) 
 
An additional submission from the Centennial Park Protection Society, which was not represented at the 
hearing, had also been distributed to Members prior to the meeting and is attached to the original of these 
minutes as  (Attachment TCB-204/2) 
 
 
The Chair outlined procedure for the hearing of submitters. 
 
Richard Hursthouse provided a power point presentation on behalf of the Centennial Park Bush Society 
(CPBS).  He outlined his background noting that he had been a member of the Society for 22 years. 
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His presentation referred to the various categories of invasive plants and the documents relating to their 
scheduling.   He outlined the history of the Society's endeavours for removal of acmena and pines. The 
following documents were tabled: 
 
 

NSC District Plan Section 8:  Natural Environment (Attachment TCB-204/3) 
Arborist Report on Landowner Consent Application, March 2004 (Attachment TCB-204/4) 
Takapuna Community Board Resolution, April 2004 (Attachment TCB-204/5) 
Report:  Policy & Planning Advisor, September 2004 (Attachment TCB-204/6) 
Decision on Resource Consent Application to Remove Pines and Wattles, July 2005 

 (Attachment TCB-204/7) 
CPBS Volunteer Hours and Achievements 2008  (Attachment TCB-204/8) 
Early Photograph - Centennial Park (Attachment TCB-204/9) 
Minutes:  Takapuna Community Board, 14 March 2007 (Attachment TCB-204/10) 
 

Dr Hursthouse stated that the CPBS had been formed over 30 years ago and currently had 120 very active 
members who attended weekly working bees and monthly work days.  Visitors to the Park complemented 
the volunteers on their work.  In the past five years 300 plants had been planted each year, and the Society 
had received awards.  He referred to the controversial removal of acmena and the work and cost involved, 
and other projects to control invasive weeds.  His presentation showed the areas which had been improved 
by removal of acmena and he explained how the pines, acmenas and wattles continued to spread. 
 
A copy of the Wildland Consultants' report commissioned by North Shore City Council was tabled.  

(Attachment TCB-204/11) 
 
Dr Hursthouse noted that there had been 50 submissions in support of the Management Plan and only 11 in 
opposition.  He presented a list of recommendations from the Bush Society that he wished the Board to 
resolve.  (Attachment TCB-204/12) 
 
A member of CPBS read a letter of support from the patron of the Society, Professor John Morton. 
 
Board Members questioned Dr Hursthouse. 
 
 
Allan Clarke addressed the Board on behalf of Catharina Mail, a long term resident and member of the 
Campbells Bay Residents & Ratepayers Association.  Support was given for:  the removal of wattles and 
acmena regarded as invasive weeds for the pines which restricted native plant growth;  for new track and 
bridge construction;  and continuation of replanting of native and exotic trees. 
 
 
Steve Cook spoke to his written submission which focused on the natural eco systems in areas B and D of 
the Park.  He believed that the acmena problem may be due partly to monkey apple trees in surrounding 
gardens.  He supported the ring barking of wattles and stated that he had seen planting of wattles on the 
edge of the bush. He believed that acmens should not be tolerated in areas B and D but were not 
appropriate in area A.  He explained how pines leach out into the soil preventing native species from growing 
beneath them. He referred to the removal of acmena and wattles which was covered in the Wildlands report. 
 
Members questioned Mr Cook. 
 
Roland O'Driscoll addressed the Board, supporting the officer's comments and recommendations.  

(Attachment TCB-204/13) 
 
His opposition and that of others, had nothing to do with listed pest plants, but with the fact that the trees 
formed a grove where people could enjoy shade.  He believed Kereru were rare in the Park and although it 
was acknowledged that they could disperse monkey apple seeds there was no evidence of a flight path from 
the acmenas into the bush and there was no legal provision for anyone to remove them. 
 
In response to questioning Mr O'Driscoll  advised that the eastern acmena were visible to at least 10-15 
houses on both sides of the park and on the other side of Bush Road.  He noted that the largest tree was 16 
metres tall, and he believed any removal should be over a longer period. 
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Donald Service stated that he deplored the cutting down of large beautiful trees and believed the CPBS 
concern of infestation of the park was greatly exaggerated. He outlined his association of the area from the 
1930s and stated that concern about acmenas had occurred only recently.  He noted that replacement 
planting had not been entirely successful and suggested this could be resolved by leaving the existing 
threes.  He supported the recommendation that the wattle be retained, as should the pine which he regarded 
as fine big trees. 
 
 
Graham Strez addressed the Board pointing out that the was not a member of either the CPBS or the 
Centennial Park Protection Society.  He outlined his background as an architect and disputed the comments 
of the Protection Society as being unjustified.  He spoke about the comments and viewpoints put out in the 
submissions and gave his support for the CPBS proposals. 
 
In response to questioning he stated that Council had obtained expert reports which should not be taken 
lightly. 
 
 
Alan Emmerson, Chair of the North Shore Forest & Bird Society spoke to the submission of the Bush Society 
supporting removal of all invasive weeds including wattles, acmena and pines as had already been 
consented.  He supported a new track and bridge, the extensive replanting, and the control of rats, stoats 
and possums.  He noted the change in position of the Parks Department in withdrawing its support for the 
Wildland report, noting this new approach proposed for vegetation management was made on an ecological 
basis.  He noted that the number of submitters who had complained about loss of amenity value 
outnumbered by those who did not.  He disputed the Parks Department's views and believed the loss of 
amenity was a temporary factor, whereas loss of ecological value would be long standing.  
 
With regard to the presence of Kereru, Mr Emmerson had started a bird count a year ago and advised that 
Kereru had been seen on five of his 12 visits, and that he believed they were probably breeding in the Park. 

 
 

Bruce Rogers, a mowing contractor at the Park and member of the CPBS for over 20 years, had seen 
positive results from the Bush Society's activities, with the planting of native trees and shrubs and removal of 
invasive weeds and noxious plants.  He noted this would be an ongoing task, and while the original members 
of the Society had mainly retired, their vision remained and motivated others.  He regarded the Park as 
important in the suburban area and supported the thinning of wilding pines over a ten year period.  He noted 
that the pine felled below the wattle grove two years previously was now covered by vegetation. 
 
Mike Wade outlined his association with the Park for over 30 years.  He sought reinstatement of the Avenue 
of Remembrance, a grove of pohutukawa trees which had become overgrown and required signage at the 
Rae Road side and improved access including steps.  He noted that the recommendation in the report stated 
that this was outside the scope of the Management Plan, however he sought the Board's support for the 
proposal. 
 
The Chair suggested that Mr Wade present his request at a Public Forum of the Board so that the Board 
could  consider whether to allocate discretionary funds towards the project. 
 
 
Jenny Chamberlain spoke to her written submission and questioned whether there were other areas of 
native bush experiencing ongoing dispute over protection.  She regarded the need to resolve the unique 
situation as an opportunity, not a problem and felt encouraged that so many people cared about the 124 year 
old Park. She believed that the Park had the potential to become a place of national significance.  Ms 
Chamberlain spoke against invasive plants and noted the need for moth and fungel control. 
 
Liz Goodwin, a member of the CPBS spoke to her written submission. She endorsed previous speakers in 
support of the management plan, and the reinstatement of the avenue of Remembrance.  She presented 
drawings of a design for improvements to the Rae Road entrance. 

 
 
Mrs Freeman retired from the meeting. 
 

Peter Biolette spoke to his submission, outlining his background and support for the CPBS's request to 
remove trees.  He appreciated the uniqueness of the native bush in the Park, and noted the many visitors.  
The golf course was a poorly appreciated asset, and the area should be promoted as an example of natural 



   

Minutes:  Extraordinary Meeting - Takapuna Community Board, 30 October, 10 December 2008,  
 16 February 2009 4 

bush with its fantastic sea views, and to promote jobs related to tourism.  The wattles of concern to Mr 
Biolette were the thousands away from those at the Rae Road site.  700 had been removed from an area the 
size of a small house in one session. 

 
 

Val O'Driscoll addressed the Board speaking to her tabled comments. (Attachment TCB-204/14) 
 
She believed that tree protection was crucial and sought retention of the 12 acmenas at the Beach Road end 
of area C because of their size and the intrinsic amenity value of the mature grove they formed.  She also 
sought to encourage Council to remove power lines so that larger trees could be planted in streets.  Ms 
O'Driscoll disagreed with the CPBS method of weed control and definition of weeds and opposed the use of 
herbicides. 
 
The Chair suggested that Mrs O'Driscoll make a submission to the LTCCP regarding the removal of power 
lines.  He also pointed out that the Board would be reviewing the list of notable trees at the next Board 
meeting and encouraged those who had identified trees that they believed to be notable to inform the Board. 
 
Officers then commented on the submissions, and the reporting officer, Richard Hughes, pointed out that 
new information had been introduced at the hearing which he had not been able to respond to.  He noted the 
discussion about the Wildland report and explained the reason the report had been commissioned and his 
attempt to find a definitive statement how the reserve should be managed.  The report had raised the issue 
of an ecological enhancement plan.  It was acknowledged that Centennial Park was unique, but in managing 
reserves across the City he had reverted back to the provision of the District Plan and other statutory 
documents. 
 
The Chair indicated that the hearing of submissions had now closed, and Board Members would consider all 
the submissions received in relation to the draft management plan to achieve a good outcome for the park.  
He acknowledged the interest in the reserve.   
 
He ruled that the meeting would adjourn for Members to work through the information and noted that 
because of the rotation of councillors, Mrs O'Connor would no longer be a member of the Board as from 6 
November.  However having heard all the submissions she would be retained to complete consideration of 
the Draft Management Plan for Centennial Park. 
 

RESOLVED: 

(Lawes/Crews) 
 
1. That the information be received. 
 
2. That the meeting be adjourned to a date and time to be decided. 
 
3. That at the reconvened meeting to consider the Draft Management Plan for Centennial Park, Mrs 

O'Connor continue to function as a Board Member. 
 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6.50pm. 
 

 
 
 
Meeting reconvened on Wednesday, 10 December 2008 at 4.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Community Board Members Lawes (Chairperson), Freeman (Deputy Chair), Crews, O'Connor  
 
In Attendance: Parks Policy & Planning Advisors (R Hughes and E Barwell), Parks Arborist (A Le Claire), 

Manager Customer Services (B English), Community Board Secretary (J Joseph) 
Also 
In Attendance: Consultant  (A Campion) 
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The Chair outlined procedure and pointed out that having heard from the submitters, Members would 
now review all the written submissions received.  The Board would then adjourn before deliberating on 
proposed changes to the draft Management Plan pending legal advice on the status of the existing 
resource and landowner consents held by the Centennial Park Bush Society (CPBS) for removal of 
trees. 
  
Members questioned the officers in attendance. 
 
 
Mr Barwell explained that the Wildlands report which had been commissioned for the park had not 
provided the desired solutions to issues of plant removal, and reference to this report in the 
Management Plan should therefore be deleted.  However the Chair expressed the view that it had 
formed part of the process and was considered as part of the review.   
 
It was noted that the Parks Department was looking to ensure consistency throughout the City and 
rather than addressing individual reserves the National Pest Plant Accord (NPPA) and the Regional 
Pest Management Strategy (RPMS) would be referenced for all reserves in relation to pest 
management.  Council had also adopted an Ecological Enhancement Plan which would be considered 
in relation to all management plans. 
 
In response to questioning it was noted that Areas A and B were designated as native forest areas, 
however area C included exotic species as well as natives.  There was no issue with the removal of 
small plants or shrubs as part of ongoing maintenance, however there was a difference of opinion 
from submitters in regard to the removal of trees. 

 
Issues which the Board would need to review when it next met related to: 
 
• Wattles - The species considered to be a pest was the Sydney Golden Wattle, however there 

were other true wattles throughout the park and these were not under consideration for removal.  
Species identified in the RPMS as invasive species could be removed. 

• Acmena - these were noted as being invasive. 
• Although there was a legal resource consent for pine removal, clarification was sought on the 

landowner consent given by the Board.   
• The Management Plan did not give a clear direction regarding wattle removal, and any change to 

the Plan would need to reflect how the wattles would be managed.  A change to the landowner 
consent would also be required. 

• It was requested that an Advice Note be included in the Plan that the Board be provided with the 
CPBS work programme for each forthcoming year. 

• It was pointed out that it was not always possible to replant prior to removal of vegetation, 
however replacement planting was being undertaken although it would take some time for young 
trees to provide cover as larger specimens were not always available. The Plan should indicate 
replanting "where possible". 

• The requests by the Tennis Club and Playcentre to remove adjacent pines. 
• The landowner consent issue would  be considered following receipt of a legal opinion. 
• Progressive removal of Acmena was supported and it was agreed that the Board should ensure 

that they did not propagate faster than they could be removed. 
• Removal of wattles to achieve a compromise and to focus on what was best for the reserve. 
• Campbells Bay Urban Sanctuary - need to ensure that this is not given a higher standing than 

appropriate, and officers to consider whether this was the appropriate reserve for an Urban 
Sanctuary.  It was noted that this was beyond the scope of Council's budget. 

• Boundaries of Areas B and C may need to be redefined - officers to provide more information on 
advantages and likely problems if changed. 

• The Plan to acknowledge the Avenue of Remembrance. The Board may consider funding 
improvements to this area. 

• Some large trees, such as eucalyptus on the golf course were declining and succession planting 
was being undertaken.  The Board to consider maintenance issues in the lease.  

• The submitter to be requested to verify the park history provided so that this could be included in 
the Plan. 

• Further information was sought on the use of sprays by volunteers. 
• Provision of toilets was not supported. 
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Other comments included: 
 

• Although the best ecological practice for pine removal was regarded as stem drilling, this was not 
generally supported by Council, nor was ring barking. 

• Concern was expressed at the removal of 70 year old trees. 
• The actual landowner was the Crown, although the reserve was managed by Council. 
• The Parks Department was requested to follow up on the conditions of the lease regarding the 

restoration of Park Rise Bush. 
• The Parks Arborist commented that there was no benefit in removal of the pines however there 

was a consent for removal in place and the conditions were being adhered to.  He noted 
inconsistencies throughout the process.  The consent holder had shown goodwill by not 
proceeding with the consent in regard to removal of the wattles.  

• It was noted that the CPBS was a signatory to the Parks Volunteer agreement, and that reference 
to this agreement would be included in the document, rather than listing specific policies. 

• With regard to Global issues, Mr Hughes pointed out that the Plan had a specific purpose and 
such issues were addressed through other documents. 

• The need for policing of the removal of wild seedlings was noted, however officers advised that 
only Environmental Services Compliance officers were able to take appropriate action where trees 
were removed without consent.  This could be addressed through Appendix 8.E.  It was noted that 
volunteers were able to remove trees which were wildling species. 

• There was discussion on the illegal removal of trees and officers pointed out that the Plan stated 
removal required landowner and resource consents. 

• Council may need to review its policy regarding the appropriateness of stem drilling and ring 
barking to see if this could be used in some areas in a controlled manner. 

• The Volunteer Agreement did not allow volunteers to use chain saws. 
• A separate Catchment Management Plan would deal with erosion and it was noted that this was 

referred to in the Management Plan and that a consent would be required. 
• Access to the golf course could not be restricted as this was reserve land, however appropriate 

signage should be erected. 
• It was considered a dog owner responsibility to provide their own bags to collect droppings, 

however it was noted that the Parks Department did provide some receptacles for shoppng bags 
which could be used for this purpose.  

• Resource consent stipulated that large grade trees be used for replacement planting, and the 
Parks Department would negotiate with the CPBA to address the affect created by removal of 
large trees and replacing with small trees. 

• The level of rodents should be monitored before any poisoning undertaken. 
• Seating was an issue for consideration by the Board outside the Management Plan process. 

 
The Chair stated that the meeting would adjourn and reconvene when a legal opinion had been 
received for deliberation by Members on potential changes to the draft management Plan.  Officers 
were thanked for their attendance. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6.10pm. 
 
 
The meeting reconvened on Monday, 16 February 2009 at 4.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Community Board Members Lawes (Chairperson), Freeman, O’Connor 

Apology: J Crews 

RESOLVED: 
(Lawes/Freeman) 
 
That the apology be sustained. 

In Attendance: Parks Policy & Planning Advisors (R Hughes and E Barwell), Parks Arborist (A Le Claire), 

Community Board Secretary (J Joseph) 

Also In Attendance: Consultant (A Campion) 
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A memo from Richard Hughes in response to the Board’s earlier request for a legal opinion on the status of 
the current landowner and resource consents had been distributed to Members prior to the meeting and is 
attached to the original of these minutes. (Attachment TCB-204/15) 
 
 
RESOLVED:   
(Lawes/Freeman) 
 
That the information be received. 
 
Mr Hughes spoke to the memo confirming that the original landowner consent could be withdrawn or 
modified.  There was discussion on what was covered by the current landowner and resource consents.   

 
Acemena 
The Parks Arborist, Andre Le Claire advised on the number of trees removed under the resource consent 
and noted that there had been difficulty in sourcing some replacement species and that other plantings had 
not survived.  He stated that, although staged, tree removal had impacted on the landscape as 
replacement planting was slow growing and would take some years to provide significant mitigation.  It was 
considered premature to remove the 11 remaining acmenas in Area C because of these issues, and 
agreed that removal be staged over a long time frame, this to be reflected in an amended landowner 
consent. 
 
Pines 
It was stated that 40% of the pines had been removed under the resource consent.  It was agreed that 
wildling pine seedlings should be removed, however removal of mature pines would affect the amenity of 
the park and impact on the Parks Department budget and should be retained.  It was noted that the 
remaining pines would be eradicated naturally over time. 
 
In response to questions regarding ring barking and poisoning of trees it was suggested that the plan note 
that this be in accordance with the current Parks Policy at the time. 
 
Wattles 
 
Mr Le Claire pointed out that continual removal of any trees within the park would need to be by way of the 
agreement between the volunteer groups and the Parks Manager, in line with the Policy for Volunteer 
Groups.  This would be referred to in the Management Plan, including the definition of “volunteer”. 
 
There was discussion on the retention of the wattles in the wattle grove of Area B, and it was agreed that 
these would need to be clearly identified in the Management Plan so there could be no dispute in the 
future.  Seedling wattles would be removed along with any in the native bush area, this to be undertaken 
professionally rather than by volunteers. The Chair requested that an additional group of wattles adjacent 
to the mown area and the native bush be retained.  Officers agreed that these could remain, however they 
would need to be clearly identified on a GIS map in the Plan. 
 
In response to questioning, Mr Barwell explained that issues raised by Members regarding volunteer 
activities were covered in Council’s Volunteer Agreement  and would be referenced in the Management 
Plan. 
 
 
RESOLVED:   
(Freeman/O’Connor) 
 
1. That the information be received. 
 
2. That the Takapuna Community Board acknowledges the outstanding work undertaken by 

officers, submitters, and volunteers in relation to Centennial Park. 
 
3. That the following amendments be incorporated into the Centennial Park Management Plan: 
 

• The remaining acmenas will continue to be removed.  The timing of removal will be 
subject to the rate of growth of the replacement planting which is required to mitigate 
the effects of their removal.  The staged removal of the acmenas will be carried out at 
the discretion of the Parks Manager. 
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• That the established pines be retained and the wildling seeds removed. 
• That the area of wattles be extended to include the small established area below the 

existing wattle grove within the grassed area. 
 

4. That the Board delegates authority to Members Freeman and O’Connor to finalise the 
wording of the Management Plan in conjunction with officers. 

 
5. That the amended document be referred back to the Community Board at the second 

meeting in April or thereabouts, simultaneous to a report outlining recommended 
amendments to the landowner consent for Centennial Park tree removal. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 5.35pm. 
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Copies of submissions for Centennial Park Reserve Management Plan…  
 
Tabled : TCB-204/2 - 2008 Centennial Park Reserve Management plan…  
 
Tabled TCB-204/3-12 - tree removal - Centennial Park  
 
Tabled TCB-204/13 - Centennial Park Reserve management plan heari…  
 
Tabled: TCB-204/14 - TCB hearing - 30 October 2008 - CD Draft Man…  
 
Tabled : TCB-204/15 - the effects of possible withdrawal of land …  
 


