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1.0

Executive Summary

This management plan provides a policy framework for the ongoing management and limited
development of Centennial Park. It aims to achieve an integrated approach to the management and
enhancement of the resource, to meet, where possible, the needs of a growing and diverse community,
whilst protecting the unique values of the recreational area.
This plan is effectively a review of the previous management plan prepared for the park in 1997. The
drivers behind this review were the need to confirm the ongoing management of plant species in the park
and to update the plan to reflect current use and development proposals.
The plan seeks to ensure the particular qualities which make the park such a notable natural asset are
not compromised and these qualities are safeguarded for future generations. The park provides a
unique environment for active sports through the leases to the Pupuke Golf Club and the Campbells Bay
Tennis Club. The plan recognises the potential for some enhancement to the facilities provided by these
clubs. Some time ago the golf club prepared a master plan for the redevelopment of areas of the golf
course. While this proposal is still contemplated in this management plan, the club has indicated that
their main focus in the short to medium term is on maintenance and minor renovations rather than any
significant developments which will be dependent on funding availability. The tennis club have recently
resurfaced their No.1 and 2 courts and have noted some of the pines adjacent to these courts continue
to be an issue due to leaf litter and shade and will likely affect these new surfaces. However the removal
of further pines from the park has not been supported in this management plan.
The granting of a new lease to the Mairangi Bay Playcentre sited on the northern corner of the park is
also contemplated in the plan.
There is wide community interest in the management of the large informal area of the park that is
predominantly regenerating indigenous forest and shrubland. A consent granted to the Centennial Park
Bush Society for the removal of pine, acmena and wattle from the park has been a contentious issue.
Exotic plant species have historically been an important part of the park’s amenity and landscape value.
Council has resolved that removal of exotic species from the park should be determined by the plants
status under national and/or regional pest plant inventories. Therefore modifications to this landowner
consent are proposed.
The plan highlights the need for a tree management programme to be implemented for the golf course
land. The age and condition of a number of trees in this area presents a health and safety risk and there
is a need to renew and diversify the tree population to maintain and enhance the landscape character of
this very visibly prominent area of Campbells Bay.
There is currently a track system through the informal area of the park that has been developed over the
years predominantly by the Centennial Park Bush Society. The Society proposes the development of a
new track through an area of the golf course which would require the bridging of the northern branch of
the Campbells Bay Stream. This would provide a connection between Kowhai Road and the top of Park
Rise, further improving walking linkages in the area. In the future consideration may also be given to the
development of further low key tracks.
To support recreational opportunities in the park there will be continued limited provision of facilities,
such as seating, picnic tables, rubbish bins, signage and interpretation. In recent years the internal road,
now known as Morton Way, has been resurfaced and this included the provision of improved parking
along the sides of the road. In addition the two carparking areas associated with the golf club have
recently been extended and/or resurfaced. The plan does not contemplate any further parking areas
being provided in the park.
Stormwater is an issue affecting the park. While this is discussed in the plan it will be managed through
other council processes and documentation. A stormwater catchment management plan is programmed
for the Campbells Bay catchment in 2010.
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1.0

Introduction

1.1

Background

Centennial Park is a 73.49ha area of public land centrally located on the eastern bays of the city.
Initially established in 1884 it is a reserve owned by the crown reserve that is vested in North Shore
City to administer. A large area of the park is leased to the Pupuke Golf Club. The remaining area of
the park is in regenerating bush, open grassland, and accommodates both the Campbells Bay Tennis
Club and the Mairangi Bay Play Centre.
A reserve management plan was prepared for this reserve in November 1997. In the past few years
there have been a debate over the management of the bush area of the reserve and differing opinions
amongst the community on the removal of some tree species. This along with the proposal for the
Centennial Park Bush Society to develop a new track and high bridge in a 5ha of bush area that is
covered by the lease to the golf course has driven the review of this earlier plan. This review provides
an opportunity to update the plan, acknowledge additions to the reserve and provide guidance on the
ongoing management and minimal development of the reserve.
The public were notified of Council’s intention to review the reserve management plan in July 2007
with a request for responses by 15 September. Five responses were received with suggestions on the
future management of this reserve. The draft plan was then notified on 17 April 2008 for a two month
period and 41 submissions were received. These have all been given consideration in the preparation
of this plan. Refer to Appendix 3 for a list of respondents and submitters.

1.2

Scope of the Reserve Management Plan

The preparation of a reserve management plan is a requirement under the Reserves Act. It is a
relatively high level strategic document that looks at the potential mix of uses and values, and
provides a policy framework to guide the ongoing function and management of the reserve. The plan
should not provide the specific details on the day to day management of a reserve.
According to Section 41 of the Reserves Act, a reserve management plan shall:
“…provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection, and
preservation, as the case may require, and to the extent that the administering body’s
resources permit, the development as appropriate of the reserve for the purposes for
which it is classified…”
A reserve management plan should reflect the community’ preferences for their local park as closely
as possible. This is achieved through public consultation in the initial stage and once again after a
draft plan has been prepared. In addition, an approved management plan enables the administering
body to gain efficiency in the management of a reserve, by not requiring public notification or
ministerial consent for some routine matters, such as the renewal of a lease or licence. Further detail
on the reserve management plan process is included in Appendices 1 and 2.

1.3

Location and Physical Description

Centennial Park is located in the suburb of Campbells Bay in the Takapuna Ward of North Shore City,
refer to Map 2. It sits on the eastern side of East Coast Bays Road, between Aberdeen Road and
Kowhai Road. The Pupuke Golf Course covers nearly 60% of the park and has extensive frontage
along East Coast Road and Kowhai Road and the open grassed areas of the course are very visible to
passersby.
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Vehicle access into the eastern area of the reserve is obtained off Rae Road and Beach Road with the
road running through the park connecting these two entrances known as Morton Way. The Campbells
Bay Tennis club is located behind residential properties off Aberdeen and Beach Roads and is accessed
from this internal road. The Mairangi Bay Playcentre is in the northern most corner of the park with
access and a small parking area off Kowhai Road. Pedestrian access is also available from
accessways at the end of Sandford Street, Asbury Crescent and Centennial Place and from the top of
Park Rise and along East Coast Road.
The park straddles two small valleys sloping
predominantly to the north east from the ridge at
East Coast Road at about 70m above sea level and
falling to around 10m above sea level in the valley
below the tennis club. From many places along the
ridge there are wonderful views out to the Hauraki
Gulf. Close to 40% of the park is covered in
regenerating native bush.
These bush areas
predominantly sit in the lower lying and steeper
areas of the reserve, running through the valleys of
the north and south branches of the Campbells Bay
Stream. The park has some good stands of native
vegetation, although there are some heavy pest
plant infestations.
The large groves of trees
throughout the golf course, which are dominated by
eucalyptus and pine, are a significant landscape
feature of the park.
Greville Reserve sits to the south-west across East
Coast Bays Road. Campbells Bay Beach Reserve
is some 430 metres to the north-east down Beach
Road. Campbells Bay Primary School is in close
proximity on the south side of Aberdeen Road.
For general descriptive purpose the park has been divided into four areas A, B, C and D as shown on
Map 3 (page 5) and described below:
Area A: -

The land leased to the Pupuke Golf Club and the Mairangi Bay Playcentre, with the
exception of the 5ha area of bush included in Area D.

Area B: -

The main regenerating bush areas of the park lying lower down in the southern
valley, between the golf links and the Rae Road entrance.

Area C: -

The land to the east of Rae Road which includes the Campbells Bay Tennis Club,
larger open grassed areas, areas of both native and exotic vegetation, and Morton
Way, the internal road.

Area D: -

The 5ha area of regenerating bush to the west of Park Rise and south of the
playcentre within the Golf Club’s leased area.

1.4

Legal Description

Most of the land comprising Centennial Park formed part of what was the Takapuna Domain which was
acquired by the crown in 1884. Management of the domain is now vested in North Shore City Council.
Centennial Park covers 73.49ha and is comprised in seven land parcels, refer to Map 3.
The legal descriptions of a number of lots in the park have changed since the prior management plan
was prepared. New certificate of titles (CTs) for the large area of the reserve, the playcentre site and
the adjacent land near Kowhai Road were issued in 1999, which showed the redefined boundaries that
had resulted from classification and in the case of Lot 1 DP 194866, the loss of 20m2 at an earlier time.
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Table 1: Legal descriptions and classifications
Size m2

Title

CT No.

Classification

Gazette Reference
Gaz 1998 p1703

Lot 1 DP 194867

728,117

NA121C/713

Lot 1 DP 194865

2,207

NA121C/714

Lot 1 DP 194866

3,298

NA121C/715

Recreation
Local purpose (community
buildings)
Recreation

Gaz 1998 p1703
Gaz 1998 p1882

Lot 17 DP 156171

565

NA93B/351

Local purpose (drainage)

to be classified

Lot 19 DP 27647

321

NA498/222

Local purpose (access)

Res. 8.4.97 (ECB community
board1)

Lot 20 DP 52121

174

NA446/250

Recreation

auto classified

Lot 20 DP 56219

174

NA878/210

Recreation

auto classified

Lot 27 DP 189546

116

NA115C/471

Local purpose (access)

Res. 10.3.05 (NSCC)

2

73.4972ha
1
2

1.5

At this time the Council had delegated responsibility for classifications to the community boards and Centennial Park sat within
East Coast Bays Ward
These reserves were acquired pursuant to section 352(3) of the Municipal Corporations Act as recreation reserves and as such
are automatically classified.

Strategic Context

North Shore City’s Parks Strategy, adopted in September 2007 sets the vision and framework for the
development and enhancement of Council owned and administered parks. The strategy was developed
to address a number of issues that have emerged in recent years including the greater focus on being
active, the changing demographics of the city, and the shift towards residential intensification rather than
urban expansion as signalled in the City Blueprint.
The Parks Strategy has also responded to the community outcomes identified for the city as a
requirement under the Local Government Act 2002. The outcomes include the community’s future
aspirations for the city’s parks and open spaces
The Core Parks Outcomes are:


Recreation – places for people to recreate, socialise and undertake physical activity while
enjoying the city and its landscapes



Amenity – a range of places that contribute to a well designed, liveable city environment and
complement the built environment



Natural Environment – land that protects the natural environment



City Identity - a range of parks that contribute to the image and lifestyle of the city and
support economic development



Quality – spaces that are well maintained and managed



Linkages – Land that provides access and connectivity to and between centres of activity, the
coast and green areas



Community Development – land that supports community development by providing space for
community facilities, events and interaction.

The Strategy includes key objectives and a range of actions to deliver the outcomes. Park categories
are used to help determine the mix of uses to which different parks and reserves should be devoted to.
Development and resourcing of the park is then linked to the park’s function and use. Centennial Park
is categorised as both a natural environment park and a community recreation park. Neither category
and associated function takes precedence over the other. However, the community recreation
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component is the focus of areas A and C, while the natural environment is the focus of management in
areas B and D.
A natural environment park’s purpose is for the restoration, protection and enhancement of significant
ecosystems. The management objectives for this type of reserve include:
Weed and pest management
Encouraging community involvement and public education
Interpretation of the natural environment, including bi-lingual naming and signage
Protection from adjacent development and encroachment
Balancing recreational access and ecological protection
Encouraging the covenanting of private land
Provision of tracks and trails (walking, cycling, bridle etc)
A community recreation park’s purpose includes the provision of community facilities that meet the
current and future active recreational needs of the community and promote health and well-being. The
management objectives for this type of park include:
Encourage facilities that can accommodate multiple use
Ensure efficient and equitable provision and use of facilities
Promote the co-location of facilities
Wherever possible, provide facilities or space for informal neighbourhood use alongside active
recreation space
Develop partnership agreements with other service providers
The Strategy also identifies five major green corridors across the city as well as four secondary
corridors. Centennial Park is included in one of the secondary corridors recognising its contribution to
both amenity and for walking and potentially cycling links between the central inland area of the city and
the coast.
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2.0
2.1

Management Issues and Opportunities
Vegetation management

Over the years Centennial Park has had a number of local residents with very passionate yet diverse
opinions on the management of exotic trees within the park. The Centennial Park Bush Society, which
has had a long-standing involvement with the park dating back some 30 years, has worked towards the
restoration of the native vegetation within the park. In recent years the society developed a staged
programme to remove a number of invasive exotic species, being pines, acmena and wattle. They were
granted consent to undertake this work in July 2005.
This created a response from some neighbouring residents that objected to the removal of the mature
trees and lead to the formation of the Centennial Park Protection Society. Through the consent process
it was brought to council’s attention that the resource consent granted was inconsistent with the
management plan policies, namely the removal of the wattle grove. The previous management plan
had been specific that this should remain. Since the granting of the consent some acmena and pine
have been removed with replacement plantings undertaken in the following planting season, but, the
wattle grove has remained untouched.
Council felt it was prudent to review the previous management plan which was prepared in 1997 to
ensure the plan, which is subject to the Reserves Act, was consistent with other statutory documentation
that addresses the management of invasive species, and to generally update the information and
policies in the plan. This process included an assessment of the vegetation in the park by an
independent ecologist. While recommendations were initially made to remove the species outlined in
the Bush Society’s consent, through the public submission process it was determined that this was
subjective and that there is support for the retention of trees that add to the landscape character of the
park. Therefore, some modification to the landowner consent is proposed..
The Parks Department’s position is that all species identified as being a pest plant should be
progressively removed from the park. To reduce the impact this has on the park it is recommended that
removals be staged and where possible, that some replacement planting be undertaken and be
established prior to the removals occurring. To ensure the plan continues to remain relevant in the face
of changing plant status it has also been determined that specific plant species should not be referenced
in the plan, but that the plan should reference the databases that identify pest plants, namely the
National Pest Plant Accord (NPPA)1, the Auckland Regional Pest Management Strategy (ARPMS)2 and
any pest plants lists in the District Plan.
In addition the Park’s Department has determined that due to the significance of the collection of exotic
species found in Area C of the park, and the nature of the existing vegetation on the golf course, that
Areas A and C should continue to provide a mix of both native and exotic vegetation.

The National Pest Plant Accord (NPPA) came into effect in 2001 & is a cooperative agreement between the Nursery & Garden Industry
Association, regional councils & government departments with bio security responsibilities. All plants on the NPPA have been declared
unwanted organisms under the Biosecurity Act 1993. This prevents there sale, propagation or distribution in New Zealand.

1

2

Auckland Regional Council in its responsibility for biosecurity has developed the Regional Pest Management Strategy

(ARPMS) which was reviewed in 2007. This provides a strategic & statutory framework for the efficient & effective management
of pest plants and places requirements on landowners and occupiers to control these. Pest plants are categorised into total
control, containment and surveillance. For further details visit www.arc.govt.nz/environment/plants-and-animals/regional-pest-

management-strategy-rpms.
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2.2

Pest plant management and new track development in golf club lease
area

The Centennial Park Bush Society has proposed they work with the golf club to undertake weed
management and develop a track in 5ha of bush included within the leased area of the golf club. This
has been identified as Area D in this plan and is part of a remnant bush area described briefly in the
North Shore Ecological Survey 2005, as “Ecological Linkage Area 17”. It has been impacted by pine
and wattle emergent over kanuka in the canopy with a regenerating native understorey. It provides
riparian protection to the upper reaches of the Campbells Bay Stream.
The society is undertaking weed management of this area that has essentially been neglected for a
number of years and has been heavily invaded with a large number of invasive species, the most
common of which are ginger, pampas, wattle, privet and climbing asparagus. They also proposed the
felling of up to a 100 pine in the area over a 10 year period. However, due to the significant landscape
value attributed to the pine in this area, particularly along the ridge towards the playcentre any removal
of pine in this area has not been supported by this management plan.
The society also proposes that a walking track leading from Kowhai Road to the top of Park Rise be
developed. It is proposed the track be a 1.2m wide step-free walkway designed for use by pedestrians,
including those with prams, and to allow use by cyclists without designing specifically for cycle use. This
will need to be monitored to ensure the enjoyment and safety of bush walkers is not compromised by
cyclists. This track would require the bridging of the northern branch of the Campbells Bay Stream. The
preferred option for this is to develop a high canopy bridge across the deep gully which will enhance the
visual experience of those using the walkway. Community support for this project was shown through
the public consultation process of this management plan’s development.

2.3

Stormwater

Development in the area surrounding Centennial Park has lead to increased stormwater flows into the
park that have resulted in erosion particularly below the Campbell Heights subdivisions and in areas
below Aberdeen Road. This had also increased flooding further down in the catchment. The previous
management plan highlighted the need for an engineering evaluation of the park.
A number of different options to address stormwater flows and flooding in the low lying areas of the
catchment were explored. Between 2004 and 2006 extensive works were undertaken on the stream
channel including erosion control within the park, and further downstream parts of the channel were
widened and realigned and the culvert across Beach Road was upgraded. As part of this work a debris
fence was constructed across the stream bed within the park and extensive weed control and planting
was undertaken in the area.
There are continued incidences of illegal stormwater flows into the park, these along with the ongoing
erosion experienced by permitted flows will be addressed through the Campbells Bay Storm Water
Catchment Management Plan that is programmed to begin in 2010 and be completed in 2013.

2.4

Golf Course Redevelopment, Parking and Tree Management

The Pupuke Golf Club has a long-term master plan to redevelop areas of the golf course through
realignment and recontouring of fairways, constructing new greens, and developing a practise area
and two new ponds on the course. As part of this redevelopment it is proposed a new fairway be
cleared through the large bush area to the east of the clubhouse. Mitigation of the loss of vegetation
would include the replanting of an alternate grassed area.
This redevelopment proposal was signalled in the 1997 management plan. A few developments have
occurred, including the new green keeper’s depot and the realignment of the number 1 green, which
unfortunately was followed by the realignment of East Coast Road at the top of Sunnynook Road.
However, most of the changes proposed are yet to be initiated. This management plan continues to
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contemplate these improvements, however, the club has indicated that in the short to medium term its
focus will be on more minor improvements and renovations rather than undertaking the significant
works identified in their master plan.
Two carparking areas to the north and south of the clubrooms, which sit predominantly on road
reserve have recently been upgraded. The one to the south has been expanded into the leased area
to allow parking on both sides of the carriageway and now accommodates a further 20 additional
cars. This was fully funded by the council to help offset the loss of parking on East Coast Road which
has occurred with the enforcement of the clearway at peak times. The northern carpark has also
been resurfaced and reconfigured.
A report prepared on the sustainable management of the trees on the golf course in 2000 presented a
strategy for the renewal and diversification of the tree population on this area of the park. This identified
that the tree population on the course was unbalanced, intrinsically weak and exposed to a serious
threat of insect predation. It is proposed the recommendations of this 2000 report be revisited and
action taken where it is considered necessary.
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3.0

Outcomes, Objectives and Policies

Centennial Park provides an extensive area of open space in the city. It caters for both active and
passive recreational use, providing one of the four golf courses in the city. It also contributes to the
sustainability of the city by supporting one of the city’s largest areas of regenerating bush.
The outcomes Council is seeking from this management plan are:


A balanced approach to environmental protection and the provision for recreation in the park.



Wide community use and appreciation of the park through active sports participation, casual
recreational use, learning opportunities and voluntarism.



Continued provision of facilities for golf and tennis through the clubs domiciled on the park.



An improved and extended walkway system within the park.



Retention of open grassed areas that provide for a range of informal and passive recreational
activities.



The protection and enhancement of the ecological and amenity values of the park with particular
emphasis on the regeneration of native vegetation in Areas B and D, and providing a mix of native
and exotic vegetation in other areas.



Continued control and eradication of pest plants and invasive species throughout the park.



Improved signage and interpretation.

The following objectives and policies identify how Council intends to manage and develop the reserve to
meet the needs of the community and deliver the outcomes sought for the park.

3.1

Legislation

Objective 1
To ensure all necessary statutory requirements pertaining to the reserves are met.

Policies
1. The purposes of the recreation reserve and local purpose reserve classifications as set out in
the Reserves Act 1977 will be upheld.
2. That Lot 17 DP 1561711 be classified as a local purpose (drainage) reserve.
3. Any adjacent land acquired by the Parks Department in the future will be integrated into the
reserve and be classified appropriately under the Reserves Act.
4. All public activity in the reserve will be controlled and directed in accordance with the North
Shore City Bylaw 2000 and any other policy adopted by Council that impacts the reserve.
5. This management plan will be kept under continuous review as set out in 3.9.
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3.2

Integrated Management and Partnerships

Objective 2
To ensure an integrated approach to the management and development of the reserve,
across council departments, with Tangata Whenua and with the various stakeholders.

Policies
1. The Parks Department will continue to communicate with all relevant Council departments
regarding the sustainable management of the reserve.
2. Council will continue to consult with iwi regarding the management of the reserve, where this
affects their customary authority and interests, including preservation and protection of the
park’s natural heritage.
3. Council will continue to support the work of volunteer groups regarding pest plant and weed
management, planting programmes, and track development and maintenance within the park.
4. Volunteer groups working on the park should do so in accordance with the council’s volunteer
agreement and will be required to submit a work programme annually to the Parks
Department for approval identifying the areas they will be working in and the activities they
will be undertaking. An annual report on the group’s activities should be forwarded to the
Parks Department and reported to the Community Board.
5. Council will liaise with all user groups to meet the desired outcomes for Centennial Park.
6. Local schools and nearby residents will be encouraged to have a casual involvement in the
park through participation in future maintenance and planting programmes.

3.3

Heritage Values

Objective 3
To recognise and protect the heritage values of the reserve

Policy
1. Heritage sites in the reserve will be maintained and preserved in accordance with their
classification and status under the District Plan and the Historic Places Act.
2. Council will interpret the known heritage sites located on the reserve, where appropriate.
3. Consideration will be given to assessing the heritage values of the two gun emplacements sited
on the park, and including these in the relevant schedule of the District Plan.
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3.4

Vegetation Management and Ecology

Objective 4
To manage and enhance both the ecological status of the reserve and the significant
landscape character and amenity values provided by the vegetation in the reserve.

Policies
1. The park will be managed to retain a mix of native and exotic vegetation, with emphasis on
Areas B and D being regenerated as native forest and that vegetated areas outside of these
areas be enhanced to include a wider range of both native and exotic vegetation.
2. An active policy of reducing invasive and environmentally damaging plants will be followed
based on the National Pest Plant Accord (NPPA), the Auckland Regional Pest Management
Strategy (ARPMS) and the District Plan observing at all times Council’s policy on weed control.
3. In all cases the removal of trees within the park must:
i. be in accordance with accepted arboricultural practises,
ii. obtain any necessary land owner and resource consents before plant removals are
carried out, and
iii. give consideration to any potential impacts on stormwater management or erosion (refer
to policy 3.5.3)
4. Replacement planting of appropriate size or grade plants will be undertaken either prior to
removals, if at all possible, or in the following planting season to mitigate the loss of the mature
trees removed from throughout the park. In Areas B and D only native species will be used for
replacement planting and in Areas A and C a mix of native and exotic species.
5. Ringbarking or stem drilling and poisoning will continue to be prohibited as a tree management
method due to the high public use of the reserve and the resulting safety and aesthetic effects;
unless a city-wide review of this practise instigates criteria as to when this would be acceptable.
6. Trimming and routine maintenance of vegetation, and if necessary the removal of trees, will be
undertaken to reduce the risk to private or public property and to park users, and may be
considered where trees are impacting recreational use of the park, such as inhibiting the use of
walking tracks. In all cases work undertaken must be in accordance with accepted
arboricultural practises and obtain necessary consents.
7. The Council will work with the Pupuke Golf Club to implement a tree management programme,
based on the recommendations of the reviewed Arbolab Tree Management Plan 2000,
particularly addressing the trees identified as posing a danger to the public within the course, as
originally identified in their lease agreement.
8. The pohutukawa which form the Avenue of Remembrance, which are scheduled in the District
Plan as historic trees, will be protected and maintained.
9. Council’s tree collections in Area C will be enhanced and where appropriate interpretation
provided.
10. The open grassed spaces in Area C will be maintained to be available for a variety of informal
and passive recreational uses.
11. In the open grassed spaces of Areas B and C bulbs will be encouraged to flower by ensuring
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these areas are not mown during the shooting and flowering season.
12. The park will be monitored for possums and other animal pest species and Council will aim as
far as possible to control these pests to a level where their effects are minimal.
13. The Centennial Park Bush Society will have continued use of the map and information board at
the Rae Road entrance of the park to display information on the natural values of the park and
activities of the society.
14. Planting or works along East Coast Road and Kowhai Road should not compromise the visual
amenity of the reserve and preserve where possible views of the harbour.

3.5

Stormwater Management

Objective 5
To reduce the impact of stormwater effects on the park and the Campbells Bay Stream
system.

Policies
1.

The Parks Department will work with other council departments and park stakeholders to
mediate the impact of stormwater from the surrounding catchment, predominantly through the
Stormwater Catchment Management Plan to be developed for the Campbells Bay Catchment.

2.

Consideration will be given to the development of ponds on the golf course that will assist in
stormwater management.

3.

In the approval of the removal of mature trees in the park the impact on stormwater
management and potential erosion will be considered.

3.6

General Recreational and Community Use

Objective 6
To enhance the public’s enjoyment of the reserve through the protection of its natural
values and the provision and maintenance of facilities that support the recreational and
community use of the area.

Policies
1. Redevelopment proposals submitted by the Pupuke Golf Club will be supported where they
meet the desired outcomes of this management plan and are in accordance with the following
guiding principles:
i. Strive to retain the notable stands of trees and specimen trees, in particular the
California redwood trees Sequoia sempervirens.
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ii. Incorporate an area of kauri trees Agathis australis into a landscape plan for the golf
course, in reference to the original vegetation in the area.
iii. Allow pedestrian access through the golf course, but not encourage this, with careful
consideration given to pedestrian safety when determining the configuration of paths.
iv. Include a stormwater assessment on the impact of earthworks, recontouring and
landscaping with consideration given to the development of stormwater ponds on the
course.
2. Any significant development proposed in the future will need to go through a development plan
process involving consultation with the wider public.
3. Opportunities for the casual use of the park will be enhanced through the maintenance of the
track system and opened grassed areas.
4. The Centennial Park Bush Society will be supported in principle in the development of a track
from Kowhai Road to Park Rise through Area D of the park, including the provision of a high
bridge across the Campbell’s Bay Stream.
5. Consideration will be given to the development of additional low key tracks within and around
the park, where appropriate.
6. During track development all efforts should be made not to disturb significant vegetation or
important regrowth areas.
7. All existing and new paths will be developed and maintained to have all weather surfaces where
practical and restoration work to the tracks will be undertaken after heavy rainfall.
8. Maintenance of the walking bus track will be given priority.
9. Consideration will be given to providing or upgrading a track or tracks in the park that provide for
people of all abilities.
10. The park will support recreational experiences through the continued provision of a limited
amount of facilities, such as seating, picnic tables, and rubbish bins.
11. Small scale events that promote the use and appreciation of the park will be supported. All
events held in reserve will be subject to the conditions of Council’s policy on the ‘Use of Parks
and Reserves for Organised Activities’ and be approved by the Takapuna Community Board.
12. Signs will be provided at all pedestrian entrances to the park and in appropriate locations along
the tracks for directional and interpretation purposes.
13. The gates to the park on Morton Way will continue to be locked at the discretion of the Parks
Department.
14. The parking area under the pines below the tennis courts will continue to have loose metal
applied but will not be extended.

3.7

Leases

Objective 7
To issue leases which facilitate and meet the sporting and leisure needs of the North
Shore community.
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Policies
1. Present leases to Pupuke Golf Club Inc, the Campbells Bay Tennis Club and the Mairangi
Bay Playcentre will be managed in terms of the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977,
Council’s Reserve Leases and Licences Policy, and in accordance with the objectives and
policies of this management plan and Council’s wider objectives.
2. Terms and conditions of leases will be consistent with the need to mitigate the impact on the
surrounding area, provide reasonable tenure for organisations, and where practical, maintain
reasonable access to the public.
3. This management plan contemplates the granting of a new the lease to the Mairangi Bay
Playcentre.

3.8

Buildings and Structures

Objective 8
To ensure all buildings and structures in the reserve are maintained to a high standard
and that their impact is kept to a minimum.

Policies
1. No further buildings or extensions to existing buildings will be contemplated unless they are
ancillary to activities occurring on the reserve.
2. Any redecoration of existing buildings will be of such materials and colours as will complement
the natural environment to the satisfaction of the Parks Manager.
3. Park furniture provided on the reserve will be of a robust design and be sensitive to the
character of the reserve.

3.9

Monitoring and Changing the Plan

Objective 9
To ensure that this management plan is monitored, and continues to reflect the
aspirations of the community for the park.

Policies
1. The plan will be kept under constant review as required by the Reserves Act 1977.
2. A plan change will be initiated for any one of the following reasons:
(i) any proposed new use, activity, facility or development which is in conflict with the
management objectives and policies of this plan.
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(ii) any proposal for a new lease or concession operation on the park not anticipated by
this plan.
(iii) any statutory or legislative change which would render the plan inoperable or illegal.
(iv) any major change in recreation needs or any other factor which Council sees as
warranting a change to the plan.
(v) any change in other Council documents that override the objectives and policies of the
plan.
3. Council will undertake a plan change in accordance with the requirements of the Reserves Act,
as follows:
(i) the proposed change will be publicly advertised on Council’s website and in the local
newspapers. A copy of the proposed change will be made available to the public.
(ii) any person or organisation that will be significantly affected by the proposed change will
be notified in writing.
(iii) written submissions on the proposed change will be received for a period of not less
than eight weeks after the first public advertisement.
(iv) the submissions will be considered and the proposed plan change will be adopted,
rejected or amended and adopted.
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4.0
4.1

Resource Inventory
Park History

Centennial Park is located on what was once a Kauri forest. Although no stumps remain and the time of
the forest clearance is uncertain, the remains of gumdiggers’ huts with small pieces of kauri gum
indicate the former forest cover.
In 1884, a crown subdivision of what is now the Sunnynook / Campbells Bay area set aside some 73ha
between East Coast Road and Beach Road as a recreation reserve3. The following year the land was
gazetted as the Takapuna Domain4. The land was administered by the Commissioner of Lands for 10
years before Waitemata County Council was appointed as the Domain Board5.
In 1930 subdivision of land adjacent to the park vested a 3298m2 reserve contribution in the crown by
virtue of Section 16(5) of the Land Act 1924, formerly being Lot 1 DP 23605, now known as Lot 1 DP
94866. The connection to Beach Road, originally set aside for plantation reserve in 1938, eventually
became part of the domain in 19536. It was vested by Order in Council7, in the Waitemata County
Council as an accessway reserve. In 1955 the administration of the domain was taken over by the East
Coast Bays Borough Council8.
In 1960 road widening at the intersection of East Coast Bays Domain and Forest Hill Road reduced the
park by 134m2. In 1961 the six separate domains in the area were united into a single East Coast Bays
Domain9. Also at this time Lot 1 DP 23605 (now Lot 1 DP 94866) was transferred to the council
pursuant to the Counties Amendment Act 1961 and included as part of the East Coast Bays Domain10.
In 1963, two accessway reserves connecting the cul-de-sacs of Sandford Street and Asbury Crescent
were added to the park as a reserve contribution from the adjoining subdivision, being Lot 20 DP 52121
and Lot 20 DP 56219.
In 1973 a further small strip of land was lost from the reserve when 86m2 was sold to adjoining land
owners to enable the subdivision on an otherwise unsubdivisible piece of land behind Kowhai Road.
This included 66m2 of Allotment 250 and 20m2 of Pt Lot 1 DP 23605.
In 1998 a fourth accessway was added following the subdivision of land near the top of Park Rise off
Centennial Place, being Lot 27 DP 189546.
In 1914 the Pupuke Golf Club was incorporated and has been continually active at Centennial Park
since. In the same year one hundred acres of land was cleared and a nine hole golf course established.
Sometime soon after the original club house was built on a site at the southern most extremity of the golf
course near Aberdeen Road. Local residents remember the rest of the park being low scrub in the
1920s. In 1924 the golf course was extended to a 18 hole course. In 1951, a new golf clubhouse was
opened at the present site.
It is believed that most of the pines arrived in the park in the late 1930s or early 1940s11. At the time of
the NZ Centennial celebrations in 1940 the park was renamed and extensively planted. The

NZ Gazette 1884, p876
NZ Gaette 1885, p1385
5 NZ Gazette 1895, p996
6 NZ Gazette 1953, p501
7 OIC 13788
8 NZ Gazette 1955, p66
9 NZ Gazette 1961, p847
10 NZ Gazette 1961, p847
11 Just Scrub, John Morton, 1982
3
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pohutukawa avenue along the southern boundary between Beach Road and Rae Road was planted by
local residents at the time of the 1940 Centennial celebrations. This was named “The Avenue of
Remembrance.” At the end of the war a major tree planting initiative was undertaken in the park.
According to John Morton, after the flurry of activity in the early 1940s, it seems that a large area of
Centennial Park was largely left to its own devices. This allowed the regeneration of the bush area, as
the planted trees grew the tree ferns and manuka surrounding them became impenetrable and provided
just the conditions for the new bush to thrive. There was a clear track on the north boundary during the
1960s, but this gradually grew over and was apparently hard to locate in late 1970s11.
The Campbells Bay Tennis Club leased 6,169m2 of land for courts in 1948. New clubrooms for the
tennis club were constructed in 1990, a new deck area was added to this in 2006 and the No.1 and No.2
courts were resurfaced in 2007.
In 1966 the Mairangi Bay Playcentre leased as area of 1942m2 in the northern corner of the domain,
now known as Lot 1 DP 194865.
In November 1977 the clear felling of manuka in the park sparked the interest of nearby residents. At a
public meeting on 5 December 1977 the Centennial Park Citizens Committee was formed to actively
assist Council develop management policies for the park and to assist in improvements. Out of this
committee grew the Centennial Park Bush Society, which held its inaugural meeting on 19 April 1979.
At this time the society were entrusted with the management of 29 hectares of the park and began the
removal of weeds, the planting of native species and the formation of tracks.
In August 1979 the Council invited the Bush Society to prepare a draft management plan for Council’s
consideration, incorporating the society’s suggestions for policies and improvements to the park. As
part of this process the golf club entered into discussions regarding the relinquishment of some of its
lease holding in favour of the bush reserve. The first management plan for Centennial Park was
adopted in March 1981. This plan recognised the agreement for the golf club to relinquish an area of
bush from their leased land.
In October 1989 a new lease agreement between council and the golf club reduced the land covered by
the lease by 14ha to 45.6341ha. At this time the zoning of the land was realigned to recognise the new
lease boundary which included a 100m buffer zone into the bush of Area B, this buffer zone is now
zoned Recreation 1 reflecting the zoning of the bush area.
A second reserve management plan for the Centennial Park was adopted in November 1997.
Classification of Centennial Park was undertaken between 1997 and 1998. As the main area of the park
is owned by the crown and administered by North Shore City Council, the classification of this area had
to be undertaken by the Department of Conservation. The East Coast Bays Community recommended
that the bulk of the reserve be classified as recreation with the area occupied by the playcentre being
classified as local purpose (community buildings) reserve. The Department of Conservation gazetted
these classifications in 199812.
Over the years the Centennial Park Bush Society has planted many native trees and a range of exotics
in the park. During this time there has been an informal agreement between the society and the Parks
Department of Council for the society to manage Area B of the park. The Society went into a bit of a
recession in the late 1990s. However, in 2003 a new management committee was formed of old and
new members of the Bush Society, this group obtained community board support for their ongoing weed
management and track maintenance in the park13. The Society has spread their interest to other areas
of the park and to the management of the wider Campbells Bay catchment.
Other interest groups have also established over time to have a say on the management of Centennial
Park. In 1992 an Alternative Bush Society was founded by local residents who wished to retain the
appearance of the wattles and pines in the cleared grassed area to the south of the Rae Road entrance
and opposed the ringbarking of the trees.
12

NZ Gazette 1998, p1703 and p1882

13

Minutes of the Takapuna Community Board Meeting 16 July 2003 Item TB.4
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More recently the Centennial Park Protection Society was incorporated in August 2005 to undertake a
similar mission, supporting the retention of all mature trees in the park and opposing the resource
consent granted to the Centennial Park Bush Society to progressively remove pine, acmena and wattle
from areas B and C. Due to conflicts with policies in the 1997 reserve management plan the decision
was made to leave the wattle grove pending the direction provided from a review of the management
plan.
Between 2004 and 2006 the roadway through the park connecting Rae Road with Beach Road has
been reconstructed and resealed. This has included improved parking along the sides of the road. The
tennis club parking area has also been resurfaced. In May 2006 the roadway was officially named
Morton Way, in recognition of the tireless contributions of Pat and John Morton to the enhancement of
the park over many years. Pat Morton chaired the Centennial Park Bush Society for 17 years from 1979
to 1996. At the same time a plaque near the start of the Avenue of Remembrance was unveiled.

4.2

Landscape and Vegetation Management

Centennial Park is a significant landscape in Campbells Bay. It provides amenity values to the many
people passing the park on East Coast Bays Road, an arterial road with its considerable volume of
traffic. From the ridge it provides views to the Hauraki Gulf and islands. Due to the topography of the
park many of the surrounding elevated residential areas also enjoy views across the park.
The reserve is believed to have one of the most diverse collections of trees in the city, including a wide
range of native and exotic species. The large area of native vegetation has been determined to be a
site of ecological significance14. Refer to Map 4. It is a priority vegetation site being recognised for its
higher ecological value. It contains the only example of coastal broadleaved-treefern forest and
scrubland on undulating hills within North Shore City, and has high regeneration and species diversity.

In the youngest areas of the indigenous shrubland, on ridges and slopes, manuka is the dominant
canopy species with frequent mapou, mingimingi, ti kouka, karamu and occasional koromiko, totara and
kohuhu. Broadleaved forest lies in the wetter gullies, dominated by mahoe, with frequent mapou,
ponga, kahikatea and ti kouka. A diverse range of other indigenous tree and shrub species are
occasional including titoki, putaputaweta, pukatea, nikau and maire tawake. There is a wetland
influence in waterlogged areas indicated by raupo and reed species.

North Shore City Ecological Survey – levels of significance are determined according to the degree that areas met the Protected Natural
Areas Programme (PNA) criteria.
14
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Map 4
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The bush areas on the north of the golf course are identified as ecological linkage areas14. This
includes Area D and adjacent bush areas of Area C. While it is recognised these are impacted by exotic
species the bush provides important habitats for indigenous flora and fauna and are part of an important
riparian corridor along the northern branch of the Campbells Bay Stream.
The kauri that once stood on Centennial Park left behind a legacy of hard podsolised clay of very low
fertility. However the build up of leaf mould over the years continues to improve the soil fertility
markedly.
The regeneration of the bush areas, predominantly within Area B of the park, has been enhanced over
time by the Centennial Park Bush Society. There are three stages of regeneration; the establishment of
the manuka nursery; the growing up of the shrub layer; and the ultimate appearance of larger trees.
The bush society’s work has attempted to promote the third stage as quickly as possible. This has been
done by thinning the manuka back, using compost in place of ground litter and the planting of well grown
trees. Species added include totara, rimu, kauri, titoki, rewarewa, puriri, kowhai, matai, nikau and some
smaller species to thicken up the bush edges.
In recent years the society’s major projects in the park include:
 The restoration of the wetland area in conjunction with the development of the debris fence. This
covered an area of just under a hectare and included the removal of weeds and extensive riparian
planting
 Riparian planting of gullies
 Weed control and planting of the park entrances and accessways
 Removal of areas of bamboo at the top of the Kohekohe track and near the Centennial Place
entrance
 Initial felling of 20 live and 20 dead pines as outlined in their resource consent
 Instigated the removal of 12 scattered acmena and replanting in acmena grove area.
 Regular working bees for systematic removal of invasive species including ginger, privet, wattle,
cherry and many acmena
 Removal of agapanthus and other weeds and replanting of the top of the Zigzag track and around
the tennis club
 Recent additions to the magnolia collection
 Development, with the assistance of the Auckland Botanic Society, of an up to date native species
inventory and an exotic tree inventory
For a comprehensive list of the native and exotic species found within the park refer to Appendix 4.
The forested areas of the park contain a number of invasive exotic species or pest plants. Pest plants
blur the unique difference of native plant communities and diminish biodiversity. The number of known
pest plants in New Zealand has grown steadily since the 1960s and continues to increase. Within the
Auckland Region some 700 introduced plant species are known to have naturalised, a figure apparently
unmatched by any other city in the world15.
Needless to say, since the preparation of the last management plan in 1997, further research into the
invasiveness of plants by different agencies has identified that a number of exotic species in the park
are now considered to be pest plants.
Significant pest plants found in the park include acmena Syzgium smithii (monkey apple), woolly
nightshade Solanum mauritanicum, ginger Hedychium gardnerianum, iris Iris foetidissima and climbing
and bushy asparagus Asparagus scandens and densifloris, to name just a few of the more commonly
known. Further species are listed in Appendix 4. These all require ongoing management.
It should be noted that there is blanket protection over all vegetation in reserves, as specified in Rule
8.4.6.3 of the District Plan16. Therefore the measurements of height and girth that relate to other areas of
the city do not apply. Removal of any vegetation is a discretionary activity requiring land owner consent

15

Space Invaders, a summary of the Department of Conservation’s strategic plan for managing invasive weeds, 1998 (revised 2000)

Rule 8.4.6.3 in the NSCC District Plan covers the Protection of Trees on Roads and Reserves, Appendix 8E is a Scheduled of Species
of Treeslocated on Roads and Reserves excluded from Rule 8.4.6.3, which includes plants on the NPPA and ARPMS lists.
16
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and resource consent. The only exception is those species listed in Appendix 8E of the District Plan
which are excluded from this rule, and where only land owner consent would be required.
The Centennial Park Bush Society has been instrumental in weed management throughout the park
over the past 30 years. They organise ongoing volunteer weed control programmes and pay for
contract weed control work. This has significantly assisted the council-funded weed control
programmes.
Invasive tree species of particular concern to the Centennial Park Bush Society include: large areas of
wilding pine (self-seeded), predominantly pinus radiata and pinus pinaster; acmena Syzgium smithii
(monkey apple); and wattle Acacia longifolia (Sydney golden wattle). In 2005 the society gained a
resource consent which allowed for the removal of:
all wattle, plus 10 pine in the “wattle ridge” south of Rae Road
individual wilding pine within the regenerating bush area (Area B), not to exceed 100 live and 100
dead trees and to be staged over a minimum period of five years (not including large plantations
and individual pine in grassed areas)
28 Acmena trees within Area C, to be staged over a minimum period of five years
blanket consent to remove self sown (wilding) pine, wattle and Acmena seedlings where required.
To try and address the differing public opinion on the management of potential pest plants in the park,
as part of this management plan review, an independent report on the impact of invasive species was
undertaken by an ecologist at Wildland Consultants Ltd. The report noted that the invasiveness of a
pest plant will differ from site to site, according to characteristics such as climate, soils, existing
vegetation and proximity of pest plant sources.
It also identified that major sources of pest plants establishing in the reserve are the surrounding
residential gardens. Adjacent gardens, particularly along the southern edge of the reserve, often have
poorly-defined boundaries, and some local landowners are planting or dumping pest plants within the
reserve. Regular control of pest plant species along the boundaries of the reserve will eliminate many
pest plants at their source before they can spread further into the reserve. It was suggested that
providing local landowners with information on pest plants and the threats they pose to the area may
also reduce the dumping of garden waste within the reserve. Pest plants are also spreading throughout
the reserve from sources within the reserve, and control of these sources is essential.
The ecologist report attempted to assign different levels of control to the list of invasive species.
However, this proved to be very subjective, and the submissions to the draft management plan showed
that it was necessary to be consistent in the approach to pest plant management across the city. To this
end, the decision was made for this plan to reference the national and regional pest plant lists as a basis
for priority for the removal of pest plants; the National Plant Pest Accord (NPPA) and the Auckland
Regional Pest Management Strategy (ARPMS) respectively.
As neither pine or Sydney golden wattle are legally declared pest plants in these lists, an amendment to
the consent granted to the bush society is proposed which will stop any further removal of established
live pines and restrict the removal of wattle to those in the bush area and outside of the defined area as
shown in Map 4.
The established live pines are a significant feature on the landscape and the shade they provide assists
in the regeneration of the native understory, In addition it has been evident that the initial felling of some
pine have damaged the surrounding native vegetation. It is anticipated that over time, if seedlings
continue to be removed that the dominance of pine on the park’s landscape will be reduced as the pine
ages and reaches the end of its natural life. Removal will be contemplated where aging pine, or pine in
poor health present a risk to public safety.
The Campbell Bay Tennis Club has ongoing concerns regarding some of the pine that are on the north
side of courts 1 and 2, the club’s premier courts in front of the clubhouse. The trees stand on the other
side of Morton Way but are of such a height that they shade one end of both courts and shed needles
onto the courts.
In 2005 the club sought landowner consent from the community board for the removal of 15 mature
pines adjacent to the club but their application was declined.
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Through this management plan process the club proposed the topping or removal of seven pines
lining Morton Way. While it is acknowledged that these trees create problems with leaf litter and shade
the removal of any pine from this area is not supported in this management plan.
There is a grove of wattle trees near the
clearing to the south of the Rae Road
entrance to the park.
The previous
management plan had stated this should be
retained, though prevented from spreading.
The retention of the wattles had been subject
to an agreement between the council, the
Centennial Protection Society and the
Centennial Park Bush Society. The inclusion
of these wattle in the Centennial Park Bush
Society’s consent has been a contentious
issue for local residents; some seeking for this
grove to be removed, while others wishing it
be retained.
While Sydney golden wattle is not currently
recognised as a pest plant in either the NPPA
or ARPMS, it has recently been identified as a
research organism by the ARC in the ARPMS,
reflecting concerns raised about its potential invasive properties. North Shore City Council also lists this
as an environmentally damaging tree in its Park’s Policies.
It is proposed that wattles and wattle seedlings be removed from Centennial Park except for the two
mature stands of wattle that are currently surrounded by mown grass as defined in Map 4. These will be
retained for their lifetime. However, this protective clause will be dependent on the Centennial Park
Protection Society strictly managing the removal of all seedlings and will be removed in the future if
Acacia longifolia is recognised as a legally declared pest plant in the NPPA, ARPMS or the District Plan.
These statutory documents would take precedence over the earlier agreement with the Protection
Society.
The Centennial Park Bush Society’s resource consent also targeted the removal of a large grove of 28
mature acmena near the Beach Road entrance to the park within Area C. This removal was to be
undertaken over a five to ten year period.
Acmena is listed as a national pest plant in the NPPA and as a Surveillance pest plant in the ARPMS;
and is banned from sale, propagation and distribution. All plants on these lists are unwanted plants
under the Biosecurity Act 1993. While there is no regulatory requirement to remove this species it is
recognised that Acmena impact the environment. The plants abundant seeds are spread by birds into
areas of native vegetation, the seedlings are shade tolerant and form dense carpets. They can grow
rapidly into long-lived canopy trees, out-competing native species.
Council has supported the staged removal in recognition that this would have less impact on the visual
amenity of the park. To date 13 trees have been removed. . To mitigate the acmena tree removal the
consent required replacement planting to be carried out in the following planting season, with two or
three larger grade trees (that produce bird food, berries and nectar) for the loss of every mature tree.
There have been some issues with this replacement planting which in some places has not been to the
size stipulated in the consent or has failed to thrive. To this end, it is proposed that further removals be
delayed until such a time as the current replacement planting has a chance to establish and mitigate the
loss of the mature trees. An amendment to the landowner consent will reflect this longer time frame for
the further staged removals, which will be at the discretion of the parks manager.
The Centennial Park Bush Society had requested in their response to council’s intention to prepare this
draft plan that Council review their policy of not allowing the ring-barking of trees within the reserve.
While this practise is recognised as a cost effective method of pest pant control it is not currently
supported as it can have significant safety and aesthetic implications with standing dead trees in a public
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place. The use of ring-barking (or stem drilling and poisoning) will need to be addressed through a
review on a city-wide basis and therefore cannot be covered in this management plan.
A significant feature of the park during the spring is the flowering of mainly South African bulbs in the
open grassed spaces of Areas B and C. To encourage this, the areas are not mown during the shooting
and flowering season.
The golf course has a number of stands of mature trees which are a significant landscape feature of the
park. These are dominated by pine, eucalyptus and macrocarpa with areas that include a native
understorey, with manuka, ponga, and cabbage trees.
In 2000 a report was commissioned on tree management proposals for the golf course17. This
recognised the need for a renewal and diversification strategy to address the decline in the eucalyptus
and pine. The report noted that the greater proportion of the pine and eucalyptus were aged; now close
to 60 to 65 years old. It estimated that 30% of the tree population was in steep decline. The older of
the pine are expected to be close to 100 years old and at the end of their useful lives, many of the pine
are showing susceptibility to crown yellow disease, forming major deadwood, loosing branches and with
increasing proneness to toppling.
In the case of the eucalyptus three of the species are
in advanced decline due to the predations of a
recently introduced insect pest and a large number of
these trees have died. The eucalyptus were planted
by the club after the Second World War as a
commercial crop with the intention they would be
harvested. It has been common practise of many golf
clubs to plant these fast growing species to define
fairways. The eucalyptus are also considered a
potential fire risk due to the special features of the
species that have adapted to frequent fire events.
However, the eucalyptus also perform a vital role in
absorbing water and slowing surface runoff. Loss of
these trees may increase overland flow and possibly
cause erosion over the course and through the lower
bush areas.
The report set out a programme of phased tree
removal and underplanting, with a mix of native and
exotic species. This included addressing tree hazards
and to varying degrees undertaking renewals of the
tree populations in four of the five copses. In addition
some the course’s fringe planting and smaller tree
groupings need to be either replaced or enhanced
over time.
To date the club has lacked funding to implement these recommendations and some action needs to be
undertaken to address the health a safety risks associated with these aging trees. A review of this 2000
report will be undertaken and the council will work with the club to ensure a tree management
programme is implemented over the coming years.
The previous management plan proposed an area of kauri Agathis australis be incorporated into a
landscape plan for the park. To date this has not been instigated but is still supported and is included in
council’s guiding principles for the redevelopment of the golf course.
The spread of pest plants and other invasive weed species within the bush areas of the golf course is an
issue which impacts other areas of the park. As part of the club’s lease conditions they should be
managing these species. Particular attention should be paid to the removal of those pest plants

17

Proposals for the trees of Pupuke Golf Course, Arbolab, 2000
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identified in the Auckland Regional Pest Management Strategy. The Centennial Park Bush Society is
undertaking weed management within a 5ha bush area, defined as Area D as discussed under 2.2
.

4.3

Wildlife

The park has become an attractive habitat for birds. Fantail, rosella, silver eye, grey warbler, tui,
kingfisher, morepork and swallow are common in the park. A list of those birds sighted in the reserve is
included in Appendix 5.
The significant areas of bush within the reserve provide riparian cover for a number of the Campbells
Bay Stream’s tributaries, particularly within Area B of the reserve. The good overhead cover keeps
water temperatures low providing suitable habitat for aquatic fauna. An assessment of the stream18
found a number of species of fish, including Shortfin eel Anguilla australis, Longfin Eel Anguilla
dieffenbachia, inanga Galaxias maculates, Banded kokopu Galaxias fasciatus, and Koura
Paranaphrops sp. In the past the Common Bully Gobiomorphus cotidianus has also been observed in
the stream19.
Pests are an ongoing issue for the park, particularly possums, rats and stoats. To date the council has
funded a biannual trapping blitz and the Centennial Park Bush Society volunteers have also set possum,
stoat and rat traps. The Bush Society has suggested, however, this is insufficient to address the
problem and that either the trapping network be expanded or consideration be given to the use of bait
stations. ARC advise that a trapping network of Timms and rat traps set 50 metres apart in two lines
that are regularly moved would be an effective treatment. Alternatively bait stations that would have to
be placed at least a metre off the ground to avoid children and dogs accessing them, could be placed
50m to 100m apart.
Bait stations would be less labour intensive than traps which need to be checked daily and after the
initial baiting need only be checked after a week then after two weeks then after a few months once the
number of pests are reduced. However, currently council does not condone the use of bait stations
within reserves or by volunteers. The Golf Club also have issues with rabbits which they currently treat
annually with applications of Pindone. The ARC has suggested that if the Pindone was used in bait
stations this would be a more effective treatment.

4.4

Hydrology and Stormwater

The Campbells Bay Stream has two distinct main channels which both originate in Centennial Park and
includes a number of tributaries. An assessment of the stream18 determined that some 60% of the
stream passed through the reserve and this is largely unmodified with just a few culverts in the lower
reaches of the reserve.
Erosion has been an ongoing problem within the park and this was highlighted in the previous
management plan. Gullies within the park have scoured in winter months when there is high rainfall,
banks have been undermined, tracks washed out and siltation levels have built up over the years with
the development of the catchment and numerous stormwater outfalls in the park. The stream
assessment found that a number of sections of the stream within the reserve suffered moderate to
severe erosion with more erosion near the top of the catchment where it is steeper. Within these
sections the upper bank stability of the stream was found to be poor indicating that the stream is highly
susceptible to erosion and that any increase in flows without additional bank reinforcing (planting or
artificial) would further exacerbate erosion.
The substrate or stream bed within the park is predominantly silt and mud with a couple of small areas
where the substrate has eroded away to expose the more stable bedrock.

18

Campbells Bay Stream Assessment 2004, Report No KC6

19

Niwa Database 1996 – 2003, as listed in Campbells Bay Stream Assessment 2004, Report No KC6
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Since the 1997 management plan a number of investigations into the options for addressing stormwater
flows have been undertaken. Erosion and flooding experienced during heavy rain periods by private
properties below Centennial Park in the Beach Road area were concerns discussed by the community
over several years. Options related to a major flood detention dam in the Park were put forward and
finally abandoned after much debate. In 2002 the Council’s Works and Environment Committee
decided that further investigation be undertaken into alternative solutions to mitigating the flooding risks,
with the view to retain the present natural character of the park and stream.
In 2006 an extensive works on the lower reaches of the eastern channel of the Campbells Bay Stream
were completed. Within the park this included erosion control through retaining of the channel, and the
provision of matting, planting and rockeries as well as the development of a debris fence.
Further downstream parts of the channel
were widened and realigned and a major
upgrade was undertaken of the culvert
across Beach Rd. There was extensive
consultation with all affected landowners
and all consented to the works carried out
on their properties. The debris fence was a
requirement of consent.
The continuing development that has
occurred around the park with the
subdivisions along Park Rise and off
Aberdeen Road has contributed to the
stormwater
issues
on
the
park.
Consideration needs to be given to the
diversion of some stormwater away from
the park.
A stormwater catchment management plan is programmed for the Campbells Bay catchment in 2010.
This will likely be two years in development. This project will address the continued incidences of illegal
stormwater flows into the park, along with the ongoing erosion experienced by permitted flows.
The Centennial Park Bush Society carry out Waicare testing of the northern and southern branches of
the Campbells Bay Stream, have undertaken riparian planting as mentioned above and periodically
unblock drains throughout the park.

4.5

Recreational Use and Facilities

The park currently supports a range of active sport and casual recreational use. Refer to Map 4.
Facilities for golf and tennis are provided through the leases to the Pupuke Golf Club and Campbells
Bay Tennis Club. Recreational walking and running is popular in the park, predominantly within areas B
and C on the formed tracks. The areas of bush provide a pleasant outlook from adjoining development
and a natural edge to the golf links to the west and more open recreation areas to the east.

4.5.1

The Pupuke Golf Club and Course

The Pupuke Golf Club (Inc) has been established on Centennial Park since 1914 and will celebrate their
centennial in 2014. The club lease over 60% of the park with their clubhouse and parking area located
just off East Coast Road.
The club maintains a strong membership with between 900 and 1,000+ members, it offers a range of
memberships and has an active youth programme. It is estimated that some 75% of members live in
close proximity to the club, within a 5km radius. A large proportion (60%) of members are over 50.
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Casual green fee players make up an estimated 10% of play, which has remained fairly consistent over
the past ten years.

The 18 hole course is par 70 with the yardage of the existing layout from the ‘blue tees’ or competition
tees being 5,451 metres. Refer to Map 5 for the current layout of the course. On average 1,000 rounds
of golf are played on the course each week.
The course is used for fundraising activities of community organisations such as Hospice, by schools
and sporting clubs. It is also hosts a number of corporate events and tournaments, with at least one
major tournament a year. The club has two professional coaches and runs after-school and school
holiday programmes. The clubrooms comprise of a 120 seat dining room, a bar, meeting rooms,
changing rooms, offices and a pro shop. The clubrooms are used regularly by service groups such as
Rotary and Probus and on an occasional basis for private functions of club members. The club would
like to refurbish the clubrooms in due course.
A new greenkeepers complex was developed off Kowhai Road in 1999. The 1997 management plan
required the old green keepers shed be removed once this was redundant due to its dilapidated state.
The club currently use the shed for storage, but its condition has not improved, and the building should
be removed.
There are two carparking areas to the north and south of the clubrooms which have both been upgraded
recently. These sit predominantly on road reserve. The northern car park accommodates
approximately 50 cars. The southern carpark has been extended into the club’s leased area to allow
parking on both sides of the carriageway and now accommodates a total of 65 cars..
The club’s master plan proposes redevelopment of the course to provide a par 70 course of some 5612
metres. This proposal includes the following elements:


Realignment of holes along road boundaries to reduce risk of injury to the public using adjacent
roads and footpaths.



Construction of five new greens with consequential need to develop and/or realign fairways,
some through existing bush areas where mainly eucalyptus and pines are growing.



Recontouring of some fairways to improve safety on the course, to improve playability and
enhance drainage.



Making use of redundant fairway as a practise area for use by members of the club, green fee
players and pupils of the club's professional in the course of taking tuition.



Realign existing pond adjacent to East Coast Bays Road and create two new ponds in
conjunction with the 7th and 14th holes.

As noted earlier in the plan the club have recently indicated that they do not anticipate undertaking any
major developments over the short to medium term, but will focus on maintenance and minor
renovations.
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Some of the major developments proposed in the master plan will be subject to resource consents,
including the removal of vegetation to develop new fairways and any earthworks. Golf Courses are
permitted activities in a Recreation 4 zone, and this management plan recognises that the
redevelopment of the course proposed will improve the opportunities provided for golf on the park. The
loss of this vegetation should be mitigated by further grassed areas being planted to replace trees lost.
Map 5
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The development of ponds on the course would assist stormwater management and could be used for
irrigation of the fairways and greens. Currently the club uses 110,000 litres of water a day. In the past
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the club have utilised the effluent supply from the Rosedale Treatment Plant which is piped under the
park and needed to be treated prior to application on the course. This practise ceased in 2001 and the
club would be keen to develop an alternative water supply for irrigation purposes.
The golf course does attract a fair amount of casual recreational use, including recreational walkers and
runners, those exercising dogs, adults and children taking a short cut between Kowhai Road and East
Coast Bays Road and school children on bikes. While the golf club recognises this casual use of the
course it would not be keen to develop further tracks on the course that will generate greater use of the
fairways by walkers. It is noted that any members of the public entering the golf course do so at their
own risk, and extreme caution needs to be taken, particularly when walking near the fairways as there
are a number of blind spots on the course. Walkers also need to show consideration for those playing
golf and stay clear of golfers’ direction of play.
The club has a 33 year lease over 45.6341ha of
Centennial Park which commenced on 1 January
1990 and expires on 31 December 2022.
This
lease replaced an earlier lease dated November
1972 that had been through a number of variations
and did not have a right of renewal. While this
earlier lease had not yet expired it was surrendered
at this time to allow for the execution of a new lease,
which would give a reasonable security of tenure
and recognised the relinquishment of 14ha of land
from the original lease.
Approximately 12 hectares of the course is covered
in mature trees, and 33 hectares is in grassed
cover of maintained fairways, greens and tees. The
lease requires the demised land is to be used by
the club solely for playing the game of golf and for
maintaining and operating a golf club and golf
course in accordance with the rules and bylaws of
the club’s constitution. The club is required to keep
and maintain the grounds in good order, including
clearing the land of any noxious weeds.
While the Pupuke Golf Club is a private club members of the public are entitled to play on the course on
the payment of a fee imposed by the club. The club shall ensure the golf course is open to the public for
playing on all days throughout the year, except where the club has invoked their right to exclusive use
for no more than 40 days and not exceeding six consecutive days, if this has been publicly notified. The
lease provides for pedestrian access for the general public across the grounds as long as they conduct
themselves in an orderly manner and do not interfere with the playing of golf.

4.5.2

Campbells Bay Tennis Club

The Campbells Bay Tennis Club has leased an area of the park since 1948 at which time the club was
incorporated. The club has approximately 500 members of which around half are juniors. They run all
year round programmes and active club days.
There are six courts, all under lights. A new clubhouse was developed in 1990, the lights were
upgraded in 2002 and an extension to the deck undertaken in 2006. More recently the club have
replaced a retaining wall and the volley board court and upgraded the surface of their No. 1 and 2. The
club has a resident professional coach who runs a wide range of programmes for members and there is
a pro shop in the clubrooms.
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There is a small parking area beside the tennis courts that accommodates up to 15 cars. Members also
utilise the parking bays along Morton Way.
A new lease was granted to the club over approximately 6000m2 of the park in March 2002 for the use
of tennis courts and clubrooms. This is for a period of 10 years to 2012 with a right of renewal for a
further 10 years. Under the conditions of the lease any member of the public is permitted to enter the
property as a spectator as long as they behave themselves in an orderly manner. The lease also
provides for the public’s use of the courts on payment of a fee and under conditions agreed to by
council. The club has the right to exclusive use of the area for no more than 40 days and not exceeding
six consecutive days, and may charge the public for admission, provided council has approved such a
charge. The club may also make the property available to voluntary organisations for outdoor sports,
games or recreational activities. The club is responsible for maintaining the grounds in a neat and tidy
condition.
As previously mentioned under 4.2 the tennis club has sought the removal of some of the pine adjacent
to the No.1 and 2 courts as leaf litter and shade continue to be an issue; however this has not been
supported in this management plan.

4.5.3

The Mairangi Bay Playcentre

The Mairangi Bay Playcentre is sited on the most northerly portion of the park off Kowhai Road. They
were granted a lease over 1942m2 of land in 1966. There was a slight variation made to the lease in
1974 with a boundary adjustment as council resolved to dispose of a small area of land along the
eastern boundary of the park. The lease had a right of renewal for a further 21 years which was
exercised in 1987 and expired last year. A new lease for the playcentre is currently being drafted and
will have a term of 10 years with the right of renewal for a further 10 years.
The leased area is fully fenced and has a small parking area adjacent which accommodates
approximately 8 cars. The playcentre operates six sessions a week, with morning sessions Monday
through Friday and an afternoon session on Tuesdays. A maximum of 30 children can attend each
session.
The mature pines behind the playcentre cause some issues with falling needles and cones and the
playcentre requests that these be regularly trimmed.

4.5.4

Walking Tracks and Nature Trail

An extensive track system has been developed in Areas B and C of the park. Refer to Map 6 for a plan
of the current track system. Much of this development has been undertaken by the volunteer work of
Map 6
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the Centennial Park Bush Society and neighbouring residents. The track system is well used by local
residents for walking, running, and for exercising dogs. The tracks have all been named and signposted
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and the paths are generally maintained as all-weather surfaces. Some have regular applications of
gravel, some include boardwalking and others are in a more natural state with a cover of pine needles.
The magnolia walk is concreted; this is uneven in places and needs some attention.
The bush in Area B has high educational value. The Centennial Park Bush Society has developed a
nature trail that runs through a number of the tracks. This highlights 50 plants or plant groupings of
interest to the public and these are marked with numbered pegs. A pamphlet, available from the notice
board at the Rae Road entrance to the park, (and council visitor centre) provides a guide to features of
the nature trail. The society is currently updating this to reflect changes that have occurred in the past
seven years.

Since the previous management plan was prepared a number of additional tracks have been
developed. These include the Walking Bus Track that connects with the Magnolia Walk at the Beach
Road entrance and sits below Morton Way providing a safe link between the park entrances. A track
has been developed connecting the Aberdeen Track with the Kohekohe Track. Improvements have
also been made to the track running through the Pohutukawa lined Avenue of Remembrance and the
accessways off Sandford Street, Asbury Crescent and Centennial Place. Further improvements to
make the Avenue of Remembrance more accessible were suggested through the public submissions to
the draft management plan, and these can be considered through the annual plan process.
As previously mentioned the Centennial Park Bush Society proposes the development of a track from
the top of Park Rise to Kowhai Road near the Playcentre which will include a canopy bridge over the
north branch of the Campbells Bay Stream. Refer to Map 4. This will take walkers off the fairways,
provide an important new link in the walking routes of the area and allow access to the Park Rise bush
for weed control and planting.
The previous management plan considered the development of a track from the Rae Road entrance to
the macrocarpa benches overlooking the tennis club. This area gets very boggy in the winter. If this is to
be contemplated it should be low key, flat metal only, and be designed in conjunction with addressing
the stormwater pipes in the area and the implementation of the landscape plan for the Rae Road
entrance, as discussed below.
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4.5.5

Other Casual Recreational Use, Facilities and Future Developments

The open and undeveloped nature of a large area of the park is an attractive feature. This should be
retained with limited additional facilities provided. The open grassed areas of Area C are popular picnic
areas and frequently used for children’s play. The elevated grassed area immediately east of the Rae
Road entrance has been used in recent years for an annual “music in the park” concert. The park lends
itself to small scale community events but is limited by the amount of parking in the general area.
Apart from the parking areas described above that are associated to the user groups on the park there
is a small parking area just inside the Beach Road entry, and a parking area opposite the tennis club
below Morton Way. This is amongst the pines, it is gravelled and has wooden barrier fencing erected on
the northern and southern sides. Parking is also provided along the roadside of Morton Way. To
prevent parking on the grassed areas of the park [Beach Road entrance] the use of strategic planting or
bollards should be considered.
The vehicular entrances to the park have swing gates which are locked at night by a security firm.
Members of the tennis club have keys to access the gates during closing hours. There are a few picnic
tables provided in the grassed area below the tennis courts, and some seating provided along the track
network and in viewing positions. The older seating and picnic tables should be replaced over time and
limited additional seating and tables could be provided within Area C. The need for further rubbish bins
and dog bag containers should be monitored. At this time there has been no demand expressed for the
provision of public toilets within the park.
The Centennial Park Bush Society has a notice board at the Rae Road entrance to the park. This is
used to display a map of the track network and to provide pamphlets on the nature trail and general
information on the activities of the group. The society would like to work with the Parks Department on
enhancing the Rae Road entrance to the park through the development and implementation of a
landscape plan for the area. Any significant changes or enhancements to the entrances of the reserve
will require public consultation as part of the development plan process.
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Appendix 1 – Statutory and Planning Framework
The following section gives an overview of the statutes impacting management of Centennial Park and
other Council documents that have guided the development of objectives and policies in this
management plan.
Statutory Influence on Reserve Management Plans

STATUTE
ROLE /
FUNCTION

RMA

Reserves Act

LGA

Regulation

Management & Use

Community

• Zoning
• Resource

• Management
plans

• Consultation
• Funding & Assets
• Parks Strategy
• Other Council

consent

• Land owner
consent

• Classification /
vesting

• leasing / licence

policy & plans

• Bylaws

Reserve Management Plan

Reserves Act 1977
The Reserves Act 1977 is the principal legislation that determines how reserves within New Zealand are
to be managed. The Act covers many issues relating to the administration of reserves including
classification, re-classification, revocation, preparation of reserve management plans and leasing of
reserves.

Reserve Management Plans
The Reserves Act 1977 requires that every administering body of a reserve, including City Councils,
prepare reserve management plans for each reserve under its control. The aim of the legislation is to
ensure that the development and management of reserves and the subsequent use and enjoyment of
them by the public is based on sound resource management and that, through involvement, the needs of
the public are identified and accommodated as appropriate.
A reserve management plan is a document outlining objectives and policies for the development and
operation of an individual park or combined parks. The plan seeks to protect the environmental and
cultural values of the reserves while providing for appropriate recreational needs of the community. The
plan should clearly outline a Council's general intentions for the use, development and maintenance of the
reserves and should also indicate the means of implementing the provisions of the plan.
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The process of preparing such a plan, outlined in Appendix 2, gives an opportunity to the public, through
consultation and the submission process, to contribute to the formulation of policy and decision-making on
matters that will affect the future of the reserve. This public participation is pivotal to the plan being a
successful reflection of the community’s vision for the reserve. It is vital both at the time when initial
decisions about a reserve are made and also when these decisions are reviewed in the future.
The Reserves Act 1977 is also subject to the Conservation Act 1987 which requires that the Act be
interpreted and administered to give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. The Council must
consult with and have regard to the views of iwi or hapu before undertaking action and making decisions
about reserves for which it is the administering body.

The purpose of this reserve management plan is to provide for the use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection
and sensitive development of Centennial Park in keeping with its existing physical limitations and within the
limits of the Council’s resources.
To satisfactorily achieve this purpose a plan must:
1.

Provide a procedure for public participation during its preparation and review;

2.

Provide for consultation with tangata whenua during its preparation and review;

3.

Clearly state the outcomes sought for the park and include objectives that provide flexibility to
deal with matters of detail;

4.

Contain management policies that are readily understandable by both the community and those
administering the reserves;

5.

Assist Council by providing clear policy statements designed to encourage consistency in
decision-making and reduce the potential of ad hoc decisions;

6.

Identify the potential to enhance and interpret the natural and cultural values of the reserve and
ensure their protection;

7.

Be kept under continuous review so that, if necessary, it may be altered in keeping with
changing circumstances or in light of increased knowledge.

It is a requirement under Section 41(4) of the Reserves Act that this management plan be kept under
continuous review. The intention is that the plan be adapted to changing circumstances or increased
knowledge. Monitoring of this plan is undertaken by recording uses and activities in the park, and
monitoring the annual planning, resource consent and asset management planning processes and action
line responses. Generally plans should be reviewed at a minimum of ten year intervals and need not
involve a complete rewriting. The statutory procedure for reviewing a management plan is being followed
in the preparation of this plan; refer to 3.9 and the Management Plan process outlined in Appendix 2.

Classification Requirements
Section 16 of the Reserves Act requires that reserves be classified according to their principal purpose,
and sets out the process of classification.
Centennial Park is predominantly classified as a recreation reserve, which are: “for the purpose of
providing areas for the recreation and sporting activities and the physical welfare and enjoyment of the
public, and for the protection of the natural environment and for the beauty of the countryside, with
emphasis on the retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities” (S17. Reserves Act
1977).
The Mairangi Bay Playcentre site is classified as a local purpose (community buildings) reserve. Local
purpose reserves are “to be administered for the purpose of providing and retaining areas for such local
purpose or purposes as are specified in any classification of reserves” (S.23 Reserves Act 1977) For
example, local purpose (community buildings) reserves specifically provide for the lease of reserve land
for community buildings.
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Leases and Licences
The Reserves Act is the principal act which governs Council’s ability to grant leases or licences over
particular areas or buildings within reserves, apart from planning considerations under the Resource
Management Act 1991. The completion of a management plan simplifies reserve administration in terms
of the issue of leases as the Council does not require the consent of the Minister of Conservation to grant
a lease under Section 54 of the Act if the tenancy proposal is specifically provided for in the management
plan for a recreation reserve.
Currently lease agreements are in place with the Pupuke Golf Club Inc (lease expires in 2022), the
Campbells Bay Tennis Club (lease expires in 2012 with a right of renewal for a further 10 years until
2022), and the Mairangi Bay Playcentre (lease expired in 2008 and a new lease is being drafted). Apart
from the renewal of the playcentre’s lease, no further lease or licence agreements are contemplated in
this plan.

Resource Management Act 1991
The Resource Management Act (RMA) has an impact on the management of the reserve. With the
purpose of promoting the sustainable management of natural and physical resources, it regulates how the
resource can be used and developed. The use of reserves is specifically controlled through the
provisions of the North Shore City Council’s District Plan.

District Plan Zoning
In North Shore City Council’s District Plan Centennial Park has a combination of zonings, refer to Map 7.
The area used by the golf club and the tennis club are zoned Recreation 4 (Organised Sports Zone). The
objective of this zone is to provide open space for a wide range of organised sports and for indoor
recreation and community activities. Activities within this zone often attract large numbers of people, with
high levels of traffic, noise and other adverse effects. The zone provision recognises the need to retain
the open character of these reserves and the amenity of nearby residential areas.
Area B, part of area C not leased to the tennis club and a separate triangular lot behind the playcentre, Lot
1 DP 194866, are zoned Recreation 1 (Conservation) zone. The objective of this zone is to preserve
those areas and features of open space which are of high natural environmental value. This zone applies
to open space that is intended to be retained largely in its natural state as a feature of significance to the
character of the locality or wider area.
The District Plan aims at achieving this by: recognising that priority be given to the conservation and
protection of natural areas and landscape features of scenic, botanical, ecological, habitat, archaeological
and other environmental values; and by restricting the range of activities and associated development to a
type and nature, which allowing enjoyment of the qualities of the open space, has least impact on the
environmental values.
The remaining areas of the reserve are zoned Recreation 2 (Neighbourhood Activities Zone), including
the playcentre site, the drainage reserve off Tree Fern Trail and a couple of the accessways. The
objective of this zone is to provide open spaces throughout the residential areas of the city which serve
local resident needs for recreation and community activities, and visual amenity.
Residential land close to the reserve is predominantly zoned Residential 2B or 4A. Residential 2B sites
are predominantly to the north of the reserve and apply to amenity areas with larger section sizes and
mature trees. Residential 4 is the main residential zone across the city, 4A specifically allows for a
development density of 300 – 325m2.
Designations on the park are shown in Map 8 and include:
43: Schedule of Buildings, Objects and Places of Heritage Significance – Gumdiggers Five: Hearth and
Foundation Outline which is hut remnants. This is classified as Category A, which is considered to have
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aesthetic beauty, or architectural, scientific or historical significance well beyond the immediate
environment.
261: Schedule of Archaeological Sites – Fireplace (Gumdigger) / Hut Site (Historic)
36: Schedule of Notable Trees – Pohutukawa (Metrosideros excelsa) Memorial Avenue, Centennial Park
Lot 1 DP 194867, Avenue planted by service men and women returning from World War II in thanksgiving
for their safe return. [Note: this description is being verified by Strategy and Policy as part of the review
process]. This is classified as a Category B, which relates to historic trees and in this case is associated
with commemorating an historic event.

Inventory of relevant Council policies impacting the management of the park
There are a number of Council policies and bylaws that should be referred to in managing the park.
These include:
Use of Parks and Reserves for Organised Activities
Commercial Use of Parks and Reserves
Development of Community Facilities
Council Leases and Licences
Building Structures on Reserves (ie. restricting these)
Management of Trees on Parks and Reserves
Weed Control
Consent to Occupy Council Land
Developments Affecting Reserve or other Council Land
Reserve Management Plan Notification
Graffiti
Tangata Whenua
Reserve Acquisition Procedure
Dogs on reserves – Dog Control
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Map 7
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Map 8
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Appendix 2 – Management Plan Process
Community Board approves plan review or change

↓
Public notification of intention to prepare plan

↓
Issues identified from public comment

↓
Proposed draft plan produced

↓
Community Board debates and comments on draft plan

↓
Draft Plan advertised for public comment

↓
Hearing of Submissions by Community Board

↓
Draft Plan incorporating changes resulting from submissions prepared

↓
Draft Plan (with amendments) reported to the Community Board

↓
Final Plan adopted by full Council

↓
Plan sent to Department of Conservation for Ministerial approval where required
under Act and subsequently kept under continuous review
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Appendix 3
Respondents to the Plan Review
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Laurie Flynn, General Manager Pupuke Golf Course
Roland O’Driscoll
Val O’Driscoll
Richard Hursthouse – Centennial Park Bush Society
Jonathan Coates – Centennial Park Protection Society

Submitters to the Draft Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Jenny Chamberlain
Harold McIsaac
Peter Biolette
Roland O’Driscall
Val O’Driscoll
Richard Hursthouse Centennial Park Bush Society (CPBS)
Steve Cook
Alan Emerson Chairman, NS Forest & Bird
Bruce Rogers
Brian Ramsey
Lesley Inglis
Catherina Mail
Mike Wade
Liz Goodwin
Fiona Mendel
Margaret Fitzsimons
Anne Tyas
Fiona Downes
Joseph Barber
Peter Bartlett
Jenny Evans
Penny Cason
Muriel Cosgrave
Graham Strez
Laurie Flynn - GM Pupuke Golf Club
E.P.Aimer
Robert & Daphne Faubairn
Luise Krupitza
Tumia Kumpitzo
Ben Lenting
Stanley Knight
John Murray
Priscilla Dow
Barry Knight
Anne Knight
Dianne Roxburgh
Mairangi Walking Network - (18 attached signatories)
Donald Service
Jonathan Coates - President - CP Protection Society
J.A.Howell
Liz Brooks - Campbell’s Bay Tennis Club
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Appendix 4 – Centennial Park Species List
The following lists are not conclusive and should not be viewed as a complete vegetation
inventory for the park.

Table 1: Native Plants
Gymnosperms
Agathis australis

kauri

Dacrycarpus dacrydioides

kahikatea

Dacrydium cupressinum

rimu

Libocedrus plumose

kawaka

Phyllocladus trichomanoides

tanekaha

Podocarpus totara

totara

Prumnopitys taxifolia

matai

Monocots
Arthropodium cirratum

rengarenga lily

Astelia banksii (p)

wharawhara

Astelia trinervia
Baumea juncea
Baumea rubiginosa
Baumea tenax
Carex dissita
Carex lambertiana
Carex lessoniana
Carex virgata
Collospermum hastatum

Kahakaha, perching lily

Cordyline australis

cabbage tree

Cordyline banksii
Cordyline pumilio
Cortaderia fulvida (p)
Cyperus ustulatus
Dianella nigra

blueberry

Freycinetia banksii

keikie

Gahnia lacera
Gahnia setifolia

native cutty grass

Gahnia xanthocarpa

giant sedge

Juncus prismatocarpus
Lepidosperma austral

square sedge

Lepidosperma laterale
Libertia ixioides
Microlaena avenacea

bush rice grass

Morelotia affinis
Oplismensis hirtellus
Oplismenus imbecillus
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Phormium tenax
Phormium cookianum
Rhopalostylis sapida

nikau

Shoenus tendo

sedge

Tetraria capillaries
Typha orientalis

raupo

Uncina uncinata

hook grass

Dicots
Alectryon excelsus

titoki

Aristotelia serrata

makomako, wineberry

Beilschemiedia taraire

taraire

Brachyglottis repanda

rangiora

Carmichelia australis

native broom

Carpodetus serratus

putaputaweta

Centella uniflora
Coprosma areolata
Coprosma grandifolia

raureka

Coprosma lucida

shining karamu

Coprosma macrocarpa

coastal karamu

Coprosma repens

taupata

Coprosma rhamnoides
Coprosma robusta

karamu

Corokia cotoneaster (p)
Corynocarpus laevigatus

karaka

Dracophyllum sinclairii

gumland grass tree

Dysoxylum spectabile

kohekohe

Eleocharis acuta
Entelia arborescens

whau

Geniostoma ligustrifolium

hangehange

Griselinia littoralis

broadleaf, kapuku

Griselinia lucida

puka

Haloragis erecta

toatoa

Hebe stricta

koromiko

Hedycarya arborea

pigeonwood

Hoheria populnea

lacebark

Knightia excels

rewarewa

Kunzia ericoides

kanuka

Laurelia novae-zelandiae

pukatea

Leptocophylla juniperina

mingimingi (Cyathodes juniperina)

Leptospermum scoparium

manuka

Leucopogon fasciculatus

mingimingi (Cyathodes fasciculatus)

Lophomyrtus bullata

ramarama

Macropiper excelsum

kawakawa

Melicope ternate

wharangi
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Melicytus ramiflorus

mahoe

Meryta sinclairii

puka

Metrosideros excels

pohutukawa

Metrosideros robusta – not

northern rata - not

Myrsine australis

mapou

Myoporum laetum

Ngaio

Olearia furfuracea

akepiro

Olearia paniculata

akeraho

Olearia rani (p)

heketara

Pennantia baylisiana (p)
Persicaria decipiens

Swamp willow weed

Pittosporum crassifolium

karo

Pittosporum eugenioides

lemonwood

Pittosporum tenuifolium

kohuhu

Plagianthus divaricatus x P. regius hybrid

manatu

Pomaderris apetala (p)

tainui

Pomaderris kumarahou

kumarahou

Pomaderris phylicifolia

tauhinu

Pseudopanax arboreus

five finger

Pseudopanax crassifolius

lancewood, horoeka

Pseudopanax lessonii

houpara

Pseudopanax crassifolis x P. lessonii
Sophora chathamica

kowhai

Sophora microphylla

kowhai

Syzygium maire

swamp maire (died)

Toronia toru

toru

Vitex lucens

puriri

Ground ferns
Adiantum cunninghamii

maidenhair

Adiantum hispidulum
Asplenium bulbiferum

manamana, hen and chickens (? died)

Blechnum novae-zelandia

kiokio

Deperia petersenii
Doodia media

pukupuku

Gleichenia dicarpa

umbrella fern

Lastreopsis microsora
Lindsaea linearis

slender lindsaea

Lycopodium deuterodensum

club moss

Paesia scaberula

scented fern

Pneumatopteris pennigera

gully fern

Pteridium esculentum

bracken

Pteris tremula

shaking brake

Sticherus cunninghamii

umbrella fern

Trichomanes reniforme

kidney fern
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Tree ferns
Cyathea medullaris

mamaku, black tree fern

Cyathea dealbata

ponga, silver fern

Dicksonia squarrosa

wheki

Climbing ferns, epiphytic ferns, fern allies
Asplenium flaccidum

raukatauri

Asplenium oblongifolium

shining spleenwort

Asplenium polyodon

petako

Blechnum filiforme

thread fern

Hymenophyllum bivalve
Hymenophyllum flabellatum
Hymenophyllum sanguinolentum
Microsorum (Phymatosorus) scandens

fragrant fern

Phymatosorus pustulatus

kowaowao, maratata

Pyrrosia eleagnifolia

leather leaf fern

Tmesipteris elongate
Tmesipteris lanceolata
Tmesipteris sigmatifolia
Tmesipteris tannensis

Climbers
Clematis paniculata

puawhananga

Meulenbeckia complexa

pohuhue

Lygopodium articulatum

mangemange

Parsonia heterophylla

NZ jasmine

Passiflora tetranda

NZ passionfruit

Ripogonum scandens

supplejack

Rubus australis

bush lawyer

Rubus cissoides

bush lawyer

Tecomanthe speciosa

Fungi
Austroboletus niveus
Armillaria novae-zelandiae
Amanita muscaria
Amanita nehuta
Aseroe rubra
Beauvaria bassiana
Chlorociboria sp.
Calvatia cyathiformis
Crucibulum leave
Collopus subviscosus
Entoloma decolorans
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Entoloma peralbidum
Entoloma perzonatum
Favolaschia calocera
Ganoderma aff. Applanatum
Gliophorus luteoglutinosus
Hygrocybe firma
Laccaria ohiensis
Lycoperdon perlatum
Mycena viscidocruenta
Mycena ura
Pleurotus sp.
Podoscypha petalodes
Pycnoporus coccineus
Schizophyllum commune
Suillus granulates
Trametes versicolour
Tricholoma stans
Tylopilus formosus

Exotic Plants
The following lists represent:
Table 2a - Exotic species that are found in the park which are considered to enhance the
park’s diversity. This list notes plants listed as Research plant species in the ARPMS –
these have been identified as having potentially significant impacts on the natural and
productive environments of the region, however further research and consultation is
required before they could be designated as a pest plant. Those species listed in
Appendix 8E of the District Plan are also identified here.
·

Table 2b - Exotic species that are formally identified as pest plants in the National Pest
Plant Accord (NPPA), or the Auckland Regional Pest Management Strategy (ARPMS) as
a containment or surveillance species. Note these lists are dynamic and will have
additions made periodically via consultation and technical advice. Direct reference should
be made to these documents for up-to-date information.

Table 2a – Exotic species
Exotic Tree Species
Species Name

Common Name

Acacia longifolia * **

wattle, Sydney golden

Acacia mearnsii

wattle, black

Acacia verticillata

prickly moses

Acanthus mollis *

Acanthus

Acer negundo

‘box elder’ maple

Adiantum raddianum

maidenhair fern

Ageratina adenophora

Mexican devil weed

Alberta magna

Natal flame tree, leather leaf S Africa
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Allium triquetum

onion weed

Araucaria heterophylla

Norfolk pine

Betula lenta

Birch

Callistemon salignus

Paper bark bottle brush

Calystegia silvatica

convolvulus, great Bindweed

Camellia japonica spp.
Camellia sasanqua spp.
Carica pentagona

babaco

Cedrus atlantica

Atlas cedar

Cestrum nocturnum *

queen of the night

Chamaecytisus palmensis

tree lucerne, Tagasate

Citrus grapefruit

Grapefruit

Citrus mandarin

Mandarin

Cordyline terminalis

Ti

Corymbia calophylla

marri eucalypt

Corymbia ficifolia

red flower gum eucalypt

Cryptomeria japonica

Japanese cedar

Cunninghamia lanceolata

Chinese fir

Cupressus funebris

Chinese weeping cypress

Cupressus macrocarpa **

macrocarpa

Dombeya cacuminum

strawberry snowball tree

Drimys winteri

winter’s bark

Elaeocarpus reticulates

blueberry ash

Eriobotrya japonica *

loquat

Erythrina x sykesii

coral or flame tree

Eucalyptus botryoides **

Bangalay or southern mahogany

Eucalyptus fastigata **

brown barrel

Eucalyptus leucoxylon **

yellow gum

Eucalyptus macarthurii **

camden woollybutt

Eucalyptus nichollii **

narrow-leaved peppermint

Eucalyptus pilularis **

black butt

Eucalyptus saligna **

Sydney blue gum

Eucalyptus viminalis **

white or ribbon gum

Fatsia Japonica

fatsia

Ficus carica

Fig

Gingko biloba

maidenhair tree

Hakea salicifolia

hakea – willow leaved

Hakea sericea *

hakea - prickly

Hydrangea macrophylla

hydrangea

Impatients sodenii

shrub balsam

Iris foetidissima

stinking iris

Jacaranda mimosifolia

Jacaranda

Juglans regia **

common walnut

Juncus acuminatus
Juniperus chinensis cv “Kaizuka”

Centennial Park Management Plan April 2009

Spiral juniper

Page 48

Juniperus scopulorum “Blue heaven”

Rocky Mountains juniper

Juniperus squamate

flaky juniper

Kniphofia uvaria

red hot poker

Liquidamber styraciflua

American sweet gum

Liriodendron tulipifera

tulip tree

Lithocarpus edulis Nakai

Japanese tan oak

Melia azedarach

Indian bead tree

Monstera deliciosa

fruit salad plant

Musa paradisiacal

banana palm

Nerium oleander

Oleander is on my list

Nyssa sylvatica
Pennisetum clandestinum

kikuyu grass

Picea orientalis

Caucasian spruce

Picea sitchensis

Sitka spruce

Pinus coulteri

big-cone pine, coulter pine

Pinus elliotii

slash pine

Pinus palustris

swamp pine, long-leaf pine

Pinus patula

Mexican yellow pine

Pinus pinaster

maritime pine

Pinus pinea

roman pine, stone pine, umbrella pine

Pinus radiata **

Monterey pine, radiata pine

Podocarpus elatus
Pomaderris aspera

Australian garden escape

Populnus yunnanensis

Chinese poplar

Populus deltoides

cottonwood

Populus sp

poplar

Prunus campanulata *

wild cherry

Prunus laurocerasus

cherry laurel

Prunus serrulata

wild cherry

Pseudolarix amabilis

golden larch

Pseudosasa japonica

arrow bamboo

Psidium cattleianum *

purple guava

Quercus canariensis or castaneifolia

unidentified oak

Quercus llex

holm oak

Quercus palustris

pin oak

Quercus robur

Oak

Quercus rubra

American red oak

Raphiolepsis umbellate

Indian hawthorn

Rosa sp.

rose

Senecio esleri

Alan Esler, herbaceous weed)

Stenocarpus sinuatus

firewheel tree

Strelitzia nicolae

bird of paradise

Taxodium distichum

swamp cypress

Taxodium mucronatum

Mexican bald cypress, Montezuma
cypress

Trachycarpus fortuneii *

horse hair palm
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Tropaeolum majus

garden nasturtium

Ulmus procera louis van houtte

golden elm

Watsonia bulbillifera

watsonia

Zelkova serrata

hackberry elm

Magnolia Tree Collection
Species Name

Common Name

Magnolia campelli Charles Raffil

hybrid magnolia

Magnolia denudate

Yulan magnolia

Magnolia “Felix Jury”
Magnolia grandifolia ferruginea

laurel magnolia

Magnolia soulangeana san jose

California magnolia

Magnolia “Star Wars”
Michelia doltsopa

Himylayan magnolia “touch of pink”

Palm Tree Collection
Species Name

Common Name

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana *

Bangalow palm

Butia capitata

yelly plam

Caryota ochlandra

mountain fishtail

Ceroxylon andicola

Andean wax palm

Chamaedorea costicana

bamboo palm

Lacospadix austrailisians

Arthurton palm

Bamboo **
Species Name

Common Name

Arundaria spp

bamboo

Bambusa nigra

black bamboo

Bambusa oldhamii

oldham bamboo

Phyllostachys aurea

fishpole bamboo

Pseudosasa japonica

arrow bamboo

Fungi
Species Name
Cortenarius mucosus
Hygocybe rubro-carnosa
Amanita phalloides
Ileodictyon cibarius
Amanita muscaria
Favelaschia calocera
Agaricus campestris
Leucoagaricus naucinus
Coprinus spp.
Boletus (=Suillus)

Common Name
curtain fungus
death cap
basket fungi
fly agaric
orange peel fungus
field mushroom
ink cap
granulatus slippery Jack, sticky bun

*

“Research” plants in the ARPMS

**

Plants listed in Appendix 8E of the District Plan - removal of ‘wilding’ or self-seeded specimens
does not require resource consent, but would still require land owner consent from council.
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Table 2b - Pest plants listed in the ARPMS or NPPA
Scientific Name
Acmena smithii syn.Syzygium
Agapanthus praecox (large forms)
Ageratina riparia
Alocasia brisbanensis
Araujia sericifera
Aristea ecklonii
Asparagus asparagoides
Asparagus densiflorus
Asparagus scandens
Callistachys lanceolata
Calluna vulgaris
Chrysanthemoides monilifera
Cortaderia jubata
Cortaderia selloana
Cotoneaster glaucophyllus
Crassula multicava
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora
Dipogon lignosus
Elaeagnus x reflexa
Erica lustanica
Erigeron karvinskianus
Euonymus japonicas
Hedera helix
Hedychium gardnerianum
Homalanthus populifolius
Ipomea indica
Jasminum polyanthum
Lantana camara var aculeata
Ligustrum lucidum
Ligustrum sinense
Lonicera japonica
Nephrolepis cordifolia
Paraserianthes lophanta
Passiflora caerulea
Passiflora tarminiana
Phoenix canariensis
Plectranthus ciliates
Plectranthus ecklonii
Plectranthus grandis
Polygala myrtifolia
Rhamnus alaternus
Rubus fruticosa
Rumex sagittatus
Salix fragilis *
Schinus teribinthifolius

Status

Common Name
monkey apple
agapanthus
mistflower
taro, elephant ears
moth plant
aristea
Smilax
bushy asparagus
climbing asparagus
Oxylobium
Heather
Boneseed
purple pampas grass
pampas grass
cotoneaster
pitted crassula
montbretia
mile a minute
Eleagnus
Spanish heath
Mexican Daisy
Japanese Spindle Tree
Ivy
ginger, kahili
bleeding heart tree,
morning glory, blue
jasmine
lantana
privet – tree
privet Chinese
Japanese honeysuckle
tuber ladder fern
wattle, brush
blue passion flower
banana passionfruit
phoenix palm
plectranthus
plectranthus, blue spur
plectranthus
sweet pea shrub
evergreen buckthorn
blackberry
climbing dock
willow, crack
Christmas berry,
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ARPMS
Surveillance

NPPA
√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Containment

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Surveillance

√

Selaginella krausiana
Senecio angulatus
Senecio mikanioides
Senecio petasitis
Setaria palmifolia
Solanum mauritanicum
Tradescantia fluminensis
Ulex europaeus
Vinca major
Zantedeschia aetheopia

African club moss
cape ivy
German ivy
velvet groundsel
palm grass
wooly nightshade,
wandering jew
gorse
periwinkle
arum lily

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance
Containmement

√

Surveillance

√

Surveillance
Surveillance
Surveillance

√

Proposed list of replacement plantings
The following list of plants was developed by Mike Wilcox, President of the Auckland
Botanical Society and Ewen Cameron and is identified in the resource consent given for the
removal of the acmena as appropriate for replacement plantings.
Native
Common Name
Species Name
Pouteria costata

Tawapou

Corynocarpus laevigata

Karaka

Prumnopitys ferruginea

Miro

Dracrycarpus dacrydioides

Kahikatea

Holocarpus kirkii
Pittosporum umbellatum
Griselinea lucida
Syzigium maire

swamp maire / maire tawake

Phyllocladus trichomanoides

Tanekaha

Agathus australis

Kauri

Podocarpus totara

Totara

Dodonea viscose

Akeake

Kunzia ericoides

kanuka – locally sourced

Nestegis lanceolata

white maire

Metrosideros robusta

northern tree rata

Exotic
Species Name

Common Name

Dombeya cacuminum
Eucalyptus microcorys
Tristaniopsis laurina
Nyssa sylvatica
Africarpus falcatus
Gingko biloba
Podocarpus elatus
Note: a full assessment of the invasive potential of these exotic species will be undertaken prior to them
being planted in the park.
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Appendix 5 – Birds of Centennial Park
Lists compiled by Douglas Booth

Endemic and Native Birds
Common Name

Latin Name

Rarity

Grey Warbler
Morepork
North Island Fantail
North Island Kaka
NZ Kingfisher
NZ Pigeon
Pukeko
Shining Cuckoo
Silvereye
Tui
Welcome Swallow
White-faced Heron

Gerygone igata
Ninox novaeseelandiae
Rhipidura fuliginosa
Nestor meridionalis
Halcion sancta vagans
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae
Porphyrio pophyrio
Chrysococcyx lucidus
Zosterops lateralis
Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae
Hirundo tahitica
Ardea novaehollandiae

Common
Common
Common
Rare
Common
Scarce
Rare
Scarce
Common
Common
Common
Scarce

Seen in flight
Black-backed Gull
Harrier
Paradise Shelduck
Pied Shag
Red-billed Gull
Spur-winged Plover

Larus dominicanus
Circus approximans
Tadorna variegata
Phalacrocorax varius
Larus novaehollandia
Vanellus miles

Common
Scarce
Scarce
Common
Common
Scarce

Introduced Birds
Common Name
Australian Magpie
Barbary Dove
Blackbird
California Quail
Chaffinch
Common Myna
Eastern Rosella
Goldfinch
Greenfinch
Hedge sparrow
House Sparrow
Ring necked pheasant
Rock Pigeon
Song Thrush
Spotted Dove
Starling
Yellowhammer

Latin Name
Gymnorhina tibicen
Streptopelia roseogrisea
Turdus merula
Callipepla californica
Fringilla coelebs
Acridotheres tristis
Platycercus eximius
Carduelis carduelis
Carduelis chloris
Prunella modularis
Passer domesticus
Phasianus colchicus
Columba livia
Turdus philomelos
Streptopelia chinensis
Sturnus vulgaris
Emberiza citrinella
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Rarity
Scarce
Scarce
Common
Scarce
Common
Common
Common
Common
Scarce
Rare
Common
Scarce
Common
Common
Scarce
Common
Scarce
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