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Annual Appeal
Please consider donating to Centennial
Park Bush Society’s annual appeal. Your
donation will be put to good use by the
thrifty guardians of the park. We will
use your funds to further our work
reducing invasive weeds in Centennial
Park and planting heaps of appropriate
native plants in their place. The Bush
Society is also rolling out a major pest
control programme and funds are
needed to buy bait stations and traps.

The next big project will be developing
a plan to reduce erosion and stop silt
coming down the valley onto our
wonderful beach. The recent Residents
and Ratepayers Association Village Plan
survey highlighted Centennial Park and
the beach as the bay’s most valued
assets. We want to keep them that way!
A donation form is on the last page. All
donations will be receipted and are
fully tax deductible. Thankyou!

Campbells Bay Urban Sanctuary
Those who have been to Tiritiri Matangi
or Motuihe Islands, Tawharanui, Ark in
the Park in the Waitakere Ranges, or
Zealandia (Karori) in Wellington will
know the effect eliminating or reducing
predators has on wildlife. Rats,
possums, stoats and cats are decimating
New Zealand’s birdlife. On Tiri we see
flocks of fantails (piwakawaka), native
pigeon (kereru) and bellbird
(korimako), but fantails are becoming
less common in our park and there are
no bellbirds. Yet. The main difference
between these sanctuaries and our park
is predators. Rats eat birds’ eggs, small
birds and the food birds feed on. This is
why we have a predator control
programme operating in Centennial
Park. Over the last few years we have

trapped many possums – but none in
the past year… indicating success!! We
run two rat and possum trap-lines in the
main bush, with four volunteers
checking the traps regularly. We now
have two students calling on Aberdeen
Road park rim residents, to find out if
operating a line of rat bait stations just
outside the park, on private property, is
feasible. Having active traps or bait
stations at 50m intervals, on lines 100m
apart, has been shown to effectively
reduce predator numbers. One day we
hope all Campbells Bay will be
included in the pest control grid, to
reduce predators and help make the
bay a real urban sanctuary. If you’d like
to help, please contact us.

Silence Of The Sewer
You will be aware of the recent
completion of the new effluent outfall
into the Rangitoto Channel. Prior to
this, the main sewer outfall flowed
underground through Centennial Park
and out into Castor Bay below Kennedy
Park. The sound of rushing water
through the sewer main in Centennial
Park has now been silenced. The

infrastructure is still there and will
probably be for some time. Our
congratulations to council for
proceeding with this project to help
clean up the beaches at Campbells and
Castor Bay.

How to get involved

Are you a student? Are you
unemployed?
We would love you to join
us on a Wednesday
morning to help with our
weed control and mulching
work—grab a mate and
come volunteer!
Wednesday Workers
Join our Wednesday
morning crew carrying out
weed control, planting,
track work - free fitness!
Weekend Workers
Similar work one weekend
morning per month
Join our committee
If you have a passion for the
park please consider
joining the committee—we
won’t overload you!
Pest control
Take on a new trap line in
the park to keep predators
under control
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Successful Planting Season
The Bush Society has had yet another
successful planting season. Altogether,
Bush Society volunteers have planted
2500 plants over 26 different planting
sites in Campbells Bay. One major
planting project this year was stage two
of the Kowhai Road Restoration – easily
seen on the golf course side of Kowhai
Road. In July, 26 volunteers planted over
800 plants there in two hours. Another
major project was the weed control and
planting of a gully in Park Rise bush -we planted over 400 plants. A third area
is the bank near the Huntly Road/Red
Bluff Rise corner -- where we have been
controlling invasive weeds. About half
of the plants we have put in have been
purchased by the society but at least
1200 have been grown by two greenfingered volunteers -- to whom we are
most indebted.

Planters take a break after planting 800 plants at Kowhai Rd

Management Plan
After one huge hoo-ha we now have a
new management plan for Centennial
Park. The contentious issues have
always been our large specimens of
invasive trees, namely Acmena smithii
(monkey apple), wilding pines, and
wattles. The short version is that some
of the wattles will be felled, all the
acmena and up to three pines a year. It
seems clear to us from the process that
many people do not understand, or
care about, the serious impact of

invasive plants on our native
ecosystems. It is also clear that, no
matter how hard you try, some
politicians don’t get the point. We are
now back in the East Coast Bays ward of
the city – will this make a difference?
Too much money and too many hours
have been spent on this bureaucratic
exercise. We now look forward to
getting on with the real work that needs
to be done.

In the end, we conserve only
what we love. We will love only
what we understand. We will
understand only what we are
taught.
-- Baba Dioum

Bird Surveys

The bellbird—soon to return
to Campbells Bay?

A small group has been conducting
monthly bird surveys in the park since
November 2007. A total of 34 species
has been recorded. Alan Emmerson,
North Shore Forest and Bird chairman,
writes monthly bird reports. Here is a
sample extract: “I am also fairly sure
that kereru are nesting in the park. We
usually see kereru in pairs and have
witnessed the distinctive display flight
on a couple of occasions. The single
chick fledges at a much lower weight
than the adults and has a conspicuously
short tail, but we have never seen one
of these. Also, Heather & Robertson,

the bird book I use, notes that while
display flight is a good indicator of
breeding it is not always carried out
close to the nesting area. However,
Centennial Park is the most likely area
for the birds to breed in virtually all of
the East Coast Bays, so I don't expect
they would fly to the park to display
before returning to a smaller bushy
area that they are nesting in. The birds
will breed at any time if food is
available but usually from SeptFeb. We have recorded display in
August '09 and October '08. Not
conclusive, but a good indication.”
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Weed Survey
Our volunteer team works in the park
each Wednesday morning and once a
month on a weekend. Over a two month
period in March/April 2010 the
Wednesday team counted the invasive
weed species we either pulled out, dug
up or chopped down in the native bush
areas of Centennial Park. You will be
surprised to learn that over two months
we removed 675 Acmena smithii
(monkey apple), 593 Sydney golden
wattle, 76 pine seedlings, 121 bangalow
palms, 60 cherry trees and 121 loquat
trees. Of these, only acmena is listed on
the Auckland Regional Pest

Management Strategy as a major weed.
If Bush Society volunteers did not work
in the bush these weeds would take
over -- there is no way the council can
afford to do this work. The message is
clear: invasive weeds are a serious
threat to the integrity of bush areas.
Most of these weeds come from private
gardens. Please, if you have seeding
specimens of these plants in your
garden, consider the harm they may be
doing to the bush over your fence and
remove them, or contact us for help.

Bangalow palm—now growing
wild in the bush

New Nature Trail Brochure Holder
Want to learn more about our wonderful
native plants? Council, at our request,
has installed a brochure stand at the
start of the nature trail, below the pine

tree carpark, near the tennis club. This
brochure, written by the Bush Society,
will take you on a 50-station nature trail
through the park. It will open your eyes

to the myriad different native plants we
have in our bush. More brochures are at
Rae Road, libraries and on our website.

Keeping Tracks Working
Walking in Centennial Park is a local
treat. In no time at all you can be
immersed in a wonderland of native
bush, surrounded by wilderness and
birdsong. Park walkers will have
noticed some fairly major track
upgrades resulting from our volunteer
efforts. Volunteers have been working
near the junction of the Mamaku and
Aberdeen tracks, the Mamaku and
Kohekohe tracks and on the Park Rise to
Kowhai Road track. We have also
sought funds from the Takapuna
Community Board for professional work
to be done on the Park Rise end of the
new Park Rise to Kowhai Road track.
The tracks have taken a hammering this
year with saturating winter rain and
high numbers of walkers. Our volunteer
crew have tried to keep the tracks
metalled and drained -- with council
assistance. Our park is a great resource
- it is a pleasure to be able to help
ensure we can walk there all year
round.

Volunteers install a pipe at the very successful track
construction day at the top end of the Kohekohe track
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Bush Society Annual Appeal
Membership is by tax deductible donation
Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Centennial Park Bush Society Inc was
formed in 1976, and carries out native
forest restoration work in Campbells
Bay. This involves removing invasive
weeds, planting native plants, trapping
animal pests, improving tracks, working
with council, and raising community
awareness.

Phone ___________________________

Your committee – if you have any queries or
comments please phone one of us
Chairman: Richard Hursthouse
410 5339
Secretary: Jenny Chamberlain
478 6385
Treasurer: Max Thomson
479 1681
Peter Bioletti
478 1402
Robert Fairbairn 478 6871
Liz Goodwin
479 4485
Joe Greig
410 9987
Jan Knight
478 5518
Bruce Rogers
473 5189
Cathy Roughan 478 1909

Please send me ___ copies of Just Scrub the story of
Centennial Park bush $10 each

Email (please)____________________________________
Existing member

yes no

Please notify me about Wednesday work days

yes no

Please notify me about weekend work days

yes no

I would like to receive newsletters

yes no

Donation__________________________________
Send to our address above or to The Treasurer, 16 Sandford St,
Campbells Bay

Total enclosed _________________________________
Or Direct Credit to Centennial Park Bush Society Inc
Account number 389001 0816766 00
and email Bushsoc@gmail.com with receipt address details.

We appreciate the support of Auckland Council, Pupuke Golf Club, Pupuke Nine Hole Social Club, Signtech,
Department of Conservation, Karleri Photography, Crucial Colour Penrose, NZ Post, Milford Rotary, BNZ
Closed For A Day volunteers, ANZ and Warehouse Park Care Day volunteers and our local donors.

Stan’s Magic Muffin Recipe
One of the delights of our weekend work days is the
1/2 level teaspoon cayenne pepper
magnificent food on offer at the regulation 10.30 coffee Chives or parsley (chopped finely)
break. This recipe from Stan Knight is a crowd pleaser! 2. Beat together with eggbeater
2 eggs and 2 cups milk
SAVOURY MUFFINS
Combine 1 and 2 with fork - don't overmix
Preheat Oven to 2100C
Spoon into medium sized muffin tins which have been
1. Combine all the following in a mixing bowl
greased with either melted butter of non stick spray 4 cups (400g)of grated TASTY cheese
Should make 12 - 14 muffins. Top with grated cheese
3 cups self raising flour
and a sprinkle of paprika or chilli powder.
1 1/2 medium sized onions (chopped finely)
Cook for 12 minutes in oven (2100C).
2 - 4 rashers bacon (chopped finely and fried in oil)
When cooked muffins should spring back when
1 teaspoon salt
pressed in the middle. ENJOY.
2 tablespoons sugar

Crucial Colour Sponsorship
We are extremely grateful to Gary
Furness of Crucial Colour Penrose for
sponsoring this edition of our
newsletter. If you have printing needs I
am sure Gary would love to hear from
you – mention the Bush Society!!
Phone 589 1550
gary@crucialcolour.com

