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We Farewell Our Patron -- Professor John Morton
It was with great sadness that Bush Society friends
learned of the passing of Professor John Morton,
who died quietly at home on Sunday 6 March –
attended by his wife Pat, son Rob and daughter
Clare. He was 87.
Professor Morton was an inspiration to us all. In
1976 he was the originator, with Pat, of the
Centennial Park Bush Society. He had the vision to
know that what others saw as “just scrub” was in
fact a native forest in the making -- one which
simply needed a little help.
Founding professor of zoology at the University of
Auckland, Professor Morton was a highly
respected scientist whose unique teaching style
touched the lives of many. His 1969 election to the
Royal Society of New Zealand was a measure of his
scientific standing. He was an accomplished author
and illustrator, who created many beautiful
drawings of plants and creatures. His drawings
enhance Just Scrub – the small monograph he and
Pat published on the story of Centennial Park.
A committed early environmental activist,
Professor Morton played a key role in saving
Whirinaki Forest and the West Coast beech forests
from logging. He was an executive member of
Forest & Bird, a patron and staunch supporter of
the Bush Society and we will greatly miss his
guidance and support.

Richard Hursthouse

Professor Morton sharing his botanical knowledge
with interested locals

Park Rise Bush Track

Volunteers help build the new track from
Kowhai Road to Park Rise

Centennial Park gets a new track in April. Local board chair, Julia
Parfitt will officially open Park Rise Bush Track at a short ceremony
which starts at the track’s Kowhai Road entrance (near Mairangi Bay
Playcentre) at 3pm on Sunday 10 April. The track connects Kowhai
Road to the top of Park Rise, skirts Pupuke Golf Course and dips down
into a five hectare bush pocket which is being weeded and restored
by Centennial Park Bush Society workers.
The idea was proposed by society chairman Richard Hursthouse in
2006 and a plan to tackle the pocket’s huge population of invasive
weeds was put together that year. The first task was dealing to privet
and pampas. Milford Rotarians helped with a climbing asparagus blitz
in 2008 and have continued to support the project with an annual
working bee. Bush Society volunteers have also battled monkey
apple, cotoneaster, convolvulus, honeysuckle, ginger and wattle. Dr
Hursthouse is amazed at the speed of native bush regeneration.
“Where privet and climbing asparagus have been controlled, light
has come in and natives have taken off. As long as we control weeds,
natives will flourish with minimal planting.” Weed control, planting
and track construction have cost $14,700 thus far -- raised from
environmental grants, council and the Department of Conservation.
The track will be fully metalled by opening day. Come along to
Kowhai Road, enjoy the ceremony and walk – and join us for drinks
and nibbles at the Park Rise entrance.

Jenny Chamberlain

Volunteering In Parks
Why? Without volunteers our “greenbelt” parks on the Shore would not be the attractive places to visit they are today. Native
plant regeneration would not be as vigorous. Weed plants and trees would dominate park landscapes and inhibit native growth.
Councils do not have the extra resources required to meticulously control invasive pest plants. Keen volunteers are able to do
this when provided with material support by their councils.
On the Shore we are fortunate that the council has given us good support – in particular in Centennial Park, during the 30 plus
years that the Centennial Park Bush Society has been operating. Council has provided the Bush Society with tools, mulch, track
materials and weed killer. In addition council has heeded the Society’s recommendations on large weed tree removal.
Our Bush Society clocks up over 2000 “man” hours a year. We have obtained outside funding totalling more than $60,000 in the
last few years.
Our volunteer groups comprise a weekly Wednesday morning crew of around half a dozen blokes and four or five ladies -- who
carry out lighter weeding of recently planted areas. Once a month we gather over 20 workers for a Saturday or Sunday morning
working bee.
Our volunteers are passionate about assisting native plant regeneration – and this in turn attracts birdlife. We carry out weed
control, restoration plantings of weed-cleared areas, supplemental plantings in the bush and track reconstruction.
We have knowledge of native restoration and best practice weed control, we have the support of and we work with similar groups
and we enjoy our morning teas in the bush. We have fun. JOIN US.

Joe Greig

Growing Native Plants For Centennial Park
It all started about four years ago when a
committee member approached us to "babysit"
about 30 native trees she had been given.
Somehow the job just kept growing and we now
have a stock of upwards of 2500 plants -- 32
different species -- mostly grown from seed taken
from the park, or seedlings dug from the side of the
tracks.
Our large supply of flax plants – Phormium tenax
and cookianum -- will be used this planting season
at the 11 June Kowhai Road stage 3 planting.
This project has taken over our section and also
some space at our neighbour’s. Our neighbour is a
keen golfer so we pay her "ground rent" in golf
balls recovered from the park.
Watering occupies a good many hours, so we have
been pleased to get regular rain this summer.
Stan is currently potting on whau, dianella, Carex
dissita and kaka beak and has just planted 300
kauri seeds… so the cycle begins again.

Jan Knight

We Walk The Line

A few of the plants grown by Stan and Jan for Centennial Park

For a few months now my friend Natalie and I – from Rangitoto College – have been laying bait stations along Aberdeen Road.
Progress is going great and we currently have many stations out and about to reduce the rate of rats. By doing this we are
protecting birdlife in Centennial Park. The stations we have been managing are small black boxes and we have seen loads of
improvement but the project will keep on going until the rats no longer eat the bait – as then there will be a minimal number of
rats left. Thank you to all the people who have agreed to have a station in their back garden as this is keeping the project going.

Eve Downing

Protect The Trees
Do you have a tree or block of trees that you particularly treasure? If these are on private land then you cannot assume they will
be there forever. You have one last chance to nominate trees or blocks of tree for special protection. Download a nomination form
from the Auckland Council website and get it into the Hibiscus and Bays Local Board office by March 31. Ensure the trees you love
are protected.

Richard Hursthouse

Working With The Golf Club
Centennial Park Bush Society has been working for several years now with Pupuke Golf Club as part of the Campbells Bay Urban
Sanctuary project. We have evolved a positive win-win relationship with the club, whereby Bush Society carries out volunteer and
contract work on the golf course leased land -- with support from the club. The most obvious example is the Park Rise Bush
restoration and track creation -- but much other work is invisible. Bush Society has removed more than 40 huge monkey apple
trees from the course, replanting with a mix of native and exotic specimen trees. We have removed many wattles from around
Park Rise Bush, climbing asparagus in Kowhai Road pine forest, and carried out mostly invisible work in the bush blocks on the
course. The golf course now has far fewer invasive weeds. But there is much more to do. We appreciate the support of the club
and particularly the donations from the Ladies Nine Hole Golf Committee.

Richard Hursthouse

The 16th tee area of Centennial Park, one of many areas of the golf course being worked on by Centennial Park
Bush Society volunteers. Invasive plants acmena, privet and agapanthus have been replaced with native plants

What Can You Do To Help?
The beach and Centennial Park provide a beautiful backdrop against which Campbells Bay residents live and play, but can we sit
back and assume they will always be there in their lovely pristine state? The answer is "no".
Next question: what can we do to help?
The obvious answer is: join Bush Society. A small annual donation will keep you informed of the wide variety of work enthusiastic
volunteers carry out regularly, not only in the park but in the wider community. You may even be inveigled into donning gloves
and helping with the planting, weeding and general maintenance that is necessary to ensure the bay stays ecologically healthy.
All support is appreciated.
Here’s what else you can do: Develop gardens that are havens for wildlife. Choose plants that provide food and shelter for birds
and other creatures. Be very careful what you - and any contractors you engage - put down stormwater drains. Paint and other
chemicals affect the delicate balance of our waterways, and eventually end up at the beach. If possible, shut your cat inside at
night and put a bell on its collar. Take an interest in what is going on around you. Walk around with your eyes and ears open. See
if you can identify different birds. Introduce your children and grandchildren to the natural world. We are all responsible. We
are all interlinked. Our actions on our own small patch of dirt make a difference.

Liz Goodwin

Simply Super Shortbread
Energy rich food sustains our workers. Tip – this is not health food, but when you’ve been working hard this shortbread is heaven.
225g (8oz) butter
125g (4oz) castor sugar
285g (10oz) standard flour

75g (3oz) cornflour
1/4 tsp salt
1/4 tsp baking powder

Cream butter and sugar well. Add sifted dry ingredients. Knead well until mixture binds together and roll out approx 10mm thick.
Cut into pieces and place on a tray and prick. Bake approx 20--25mins in fan oven at 150 degrees C till golden and firm.
About 35 gms of chopped crystalized ginger may be added before kneading for a pleasant flavour. Dust with castor sugar while
warm. This recipe is based on one from my mother-in-law who never weighed ingredients and used a tiny amount of baking
powder.

Daphne Fairbairn

What We Need To Do About Erosion
Some erosion is normal -- what we have in
Centennial Park is not. We have what I call
accelerated erosion. Why? When you cover the
ground with houses and concrete, rain has
nowhere to go except down the drain. Where
does the drain go? Into Centennial Park gullies
mostly. This results is huge concentrated flows of
water which the vegetation and terrain cannot
handle. The result? Huge holes in the gullies,
mostly invisible to anyone walking in the park
and clay spewing down gullies into streams and
out to our precious beach. The silt reaching the
beach clogs the filters of the small creatures
living in the sea. It spills over tracks and
smothers native plants. Bush Society is actively
campaigning to speed up a catchment
management plan, which will advise on work
needed to reduce the impact of stormwater on
our beautiful park and beach. We have planted
hundreds of riparian plants – plants which live in
watercourses and reduce erosion. More needs to
be done and we are waiting to assist.

Richard Hursthouse
We need to protect our beautiful beach by reducing erosion
upstream

Diary Dates
Sat 2 April – Park Rise Bush Track working bee, 9am
Sun 10 April – Park Rise Bush Track opening, 3pm, Kowhai Rd, near the playcentre
Sat 30 April – Centennial Park working bee, 9am
Sun 11 June – Kowhai Road stage 3 planting, 9am
Wed 15 June – Centennial Park Bush Society AGM, All Hallows Church, 7.30pm

Join the Bush Society/Donate

Thanks To Our Supporters

Membership is by tax deductible donation
Name _____________________________________
Address ___________________________________
Phone ___________________________
Email ____________________________________
Existing member
Please notify me about Wednesday work days
Please notify me about weekend work days
I would like to receive newsletters

Pupuke Nine Hole Social Club, Department of Conservation,
Milford Rotary, BNZ Closed For A Day volunteers, our
generous local donors.
We are very grateful to Gary Furness of Crucial Colour
Penrose for sponsoring this edition of our newsletter. Phone
589 1550 gary@crucialcolour.com

Please send me ___ copies of Just Scrub the story of
Centennial Park bush $10 each
Donation__________________________________
Total enclosed _________________________________
Send to Centennial Park Bush Society Inc
P O Box 31 677
Milford 0740
Or The Treasurer, 16 Sandford St, Campbells Bay
Or Direct Credit to Centennial Park Bush Society Inc
Account number 389001 0816766 00 and email
Bushsoc@gmail.com with receipt address details

www.centennialparkbushsociety.org.nz
Chairman: Richard Hursthouse
Secretary: Jenny Chamberlain
Treasurer: Max Thomson

410 5339
478 6385
479 1681

yes
yes
yes
yes

no
no
no
no

Can You Help?
•
•
•
•
•

Join our Wednesday morning crew carrying out weed
control, planting, and track work
Join Weekend workers -Similar work one weekend
morning per month
Join our committee - If you have a passion for the park
please consider joining the committee
Take on a new trap line in the park to keep predators
under control
If you have desk top publishing skills and can spare a
few hours twice a year to put our newsletter together
please contact us

