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Take A Seat 

There are now a number of wooden bench seats by the 

park’s footpaths. The named silhouettes carved into the 
seats represent tui, gecko, huhu beetle, and banded 

kokopu.  
Some are located on the Kohekohe Track, one can be 

found on the Tui Track and another on the Baylis Track. If 
you sit on the nature trail’s huhu beetle seat -- No 21 in the 

guide -- you will notice a new bird trough.  
Do sit a while, watch the birds stop for a drink, listen to the 

sounds of nature and enjoy the beauty of the bush and the 

views of Centennial Park. Our team also renovated the old 
picnic table at the pine tree carpark. We have tried to 

retain the look and feel of the grand old table which has 
real character. 

Bob Fairbairn 

 

Joe Greig, Steve Phillips and Stan Knight at “new” table 

Don’t Stop! 

Sadly, pest control is a continuous activity, so this 

newsletter continues the themes of April’s item: 'War on 

Pests'. Pest control is in the news again. The Department of 

Conservation's programme of 1080 poisoning in the South 

Island and the Hunua Ranges received recent media 

coverage. These programmes cost millions and provoke 

controversy, but are a stark reminder of the serious threat 

pests pose to the richness -- even survival -- of wildlife. 

Centennial Park may be small, but it’s the same problem: 

to have rich bird, insect and plant-life in the park, we must 

eliminate rats, mice, possums and stoats. Our volunteers 

will keep monitoring the park’s bait stations and traps but I 

repeat my plea for help from park-rim residents. Christina 

Gilderdale has meticulously mapped and graphed our bait 

station data and, sure enough, the dots showing most 

rodent activity are near the populated edges of the park, 

especially along Park Rise offshoots: Centennial, Asbury, 

Sandford and Cloverly  where houses adjoin the bush. If 

you can help us, we can help you. Meanwhile big thanks 

again to Campbells Bay residents who have borrowed bait 

stations and possum traps. The year’s fourteenth trapped 

possum was reported recently. Because we use bait, 

instead of traps, we can’t count actual pest bodies. We 

have two lines of monitoring tunnels in the main valley 

which help us estimate rat numbers. June’s results 

recorded zero rat visits ( in one night) to 18 tunnels (0%). 

Great news as numbers can be up to 60 per cent in some 

places. Our pest control program is working. 

Peter Aimer 

Planned Support 

One of six outcomes specified in the Hibiscus and Bays 

Local Board Plan 2014-2017 approved in October is: "A 

protected and enhanced environment" – indicating an 

intention to protect and enhance Auckland’s waterways, 

harbours, coastline, parks, reserves and heritage for future 

generations to enjoy. The plan has a key initiative to "Work 

with interested parties on the future management of 
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Centennial Park", including partnering with Centennial Park 

Bush Society and allocating $10,000 annually. It is great to 

have recognition at this level of local government plus 

resources to support it. 

Max Thomson 

New Signs & Noticeboard 

The Bush Society has been working closely with Council 

over new entry signage for Centennial Park. We developed 

a new map of the park which includes the golf course and 

Park Rise Bush. All the tracks are now on the new map. 

New signs with maps have been installed at the main 

entrances to the park and all the minor entrances: 

Sandford, Asbury, Centennial, top of Park Rise, Kowhai 

Road and 229 East Coast Road near the 16th tee. The Bush 

Society now has a dedicated noticeboard on the reverse of 

the Rae Road sign.  

 

Get Smart 

Once again the nature trail guide has been rewritten by the 

Society. New copies will soon be available in the brochure 

holders on Rae Road and at the start of the nature trail, 

below the tennis club. If you have a smart phone, why not 

try our new electronic version of the guide. You will need a 

QR code reader app such as “QR Droid” to take an image 

of the QR code. Complete your trail walk with pictures of 

the featured native plants.  

 

Bug Signs 

In conjunction with the Entomological Society we have 

purchased and installed three signs showing some of the 

park’s less familiar residents. The signs, on the Tui, 

Kohekohe and Baylis Tracks, feature the puriri moth, the 

cabbage tree looper and the pohutukawa leaf miner. Check 

them out when you next visit the park.  

 

Dog Bylaw Review 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board has reviewed the local dog 

bylaws. The main change affecting Centennial Park is the 

requirement that dogs must now be on lead in the bush 

areas – though they can still be off lead, under control, in 

grassy areas. The Bush Society supports this decision 

because it will reduce bush and stream damage. The 

society recognises the new law may not be well received by 

some dog owners.  

Bee There 

Two groups of volunteers work in the bush every 

Wednesday morning. The group Richard leads controls 

weeds and does track work and mulching. Jan Knight’s 

group concentrates on hand-weeding and is doing a 

fabulous job keeping the Kowhai Road sites and the dairy 

garden looking good. If you would like to help out with 

either group, or at our monthly Saturdays, please contact 

us.  

On Track 

Bush society volunteers do almost all the park’s track 

maintenance. We have renovated sections of muddy track 

on the Kohekohe, Baylis and Aberdeen Tracks, our focus 

being to keep the tracks unobstrusive and weather-proof. 

We have also upgraded the informal tracks in the gullies 

below Rae Road.  
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Terrific Planting Results  

Our last major planting area was the bank below the 15th 

green which we planted in 2013. Growth has been dramatic 

since then. Our major focus this year has been riparian 

planting. Using council supplied plants plus hundreds grown 

by Stan Knight and John Chapple, we have been planting in 

gullies to help reduce the risk of erosion.  

 

Planting day 2013 

 

Same site June 2014 

Church Bush Threat 

All Hallows Church has been closed by the Methodist 

Church, due to earthquake risk. Due to its very small 

congregation, the church is no longer considered viable. 

The Bush Society has been working on the church’s bush 

pocket for some years -- keeping invasive weeds at bay 

and has nominated it for Notable Tree Status on two 

occasions, without success. We hope the owners will listen 

to the community and prevent the destruction of this 

wonderful community asset.  

Controlling Golf Course Weeds 

We now have almost all the bush blocks in the park under 

some degree of weed control. With funding from the Local 

Board and the Environmental Initiatives Fund, we have a 

contractor working in the 4th and 17th fairway blocks. Soon 

he will start work on the 5th fairway block and will assist 

Bush Society volunteers to control weeds in Park Rise Bush. 

You may have noticed the tree work at the Forrest Hill 

roundabout, funded by the Local Board and Parks 

Department. As a result of our advocacy, all the unsightly 

dead trees there have been removed. We have started 

planting and will continue to do more next year.  

Clean Stream Dream 

Bringing the bush in the upper reaches of the Campbells 

Bay North Branch stream under good weed control prompts 

the question – can we restore the stream from its origin to 

the sea? We know there are major weed issues where the 

stream exits the park and flows through private land. We 

are preparing a restoration plan for the stream edges in 

private land. If you are a stream side resident and are 

interested in being involved please contact us.  

Phoenix Palms and Monkey Apples 

Do you have a fruiting phoenix palm in your place ? Or a 

fruiting monkey apple tree? If so we would ask you to 

please remove it. Why? Birds eat the fruits and fly into the 

bush and deposit the seeds there. We have small phoenix 

palms and monkey apple trees popping up all over the 

park. If left unchecked, they will create a nasty and 

expensive problem for future generations. If you cannot 

afford the work, please contact us as we may be able to 

assist.  

 

Weedbuster Joe Greig with phoenix palm seedlings from the 

bush 
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Raupo wetland Kohekohe Track 

Traps and Bait Stations for Loan 

If you are keen to help control rats or possums on your 

property please contact us. Full instruction and training 

offered.  

Contact Dick Downing dick.d@xtra.co.nz   

478 3737  

 For secure bait stations and discount rat bait  

Contact Peter Aimer p.aimer@xtra.co.nz  

478 8252  

 For rat traps and secure rat trap tunnels  

 Timm’s traps for trapping possums 

 

Golf course pond in winter 

 

Please support our print sponsors 
We are very grateful to Henry Norcross of Norcross Print 

henryn@norcross.co.nz for printing our newsletter. If you 

have printing requirements please contact Norcross.  

   
 

 

 

Contact Us 
Chairman: Richard Hursthouse  410 5339 

Secretary: Jenny Chamberlain  478 6385 

Treasurer: Max Thomson  479 1681 

Committee: Cathy Roughan, Jan Knight, Liz Goodwin,   
Joe Greig, Bruce Rogers, Bob Fairbairn and Dick Downing. 

Centennial Park Bush Society Inc 

P O Box 31 677, Milford 0740 

Email bushsoc@gmail.com  

Find out more and sign up to follow our blog at 

www.centennialparkbushsociety.org.nz  

 

Donation made easy 
Membership is by tax deductible donation  

 

Name  ______________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________________ 

 

Email  _______________________________________ 

 

Existing member    yes   no 

Please notify me about Wednesday work days yes   no 

Please notify me about weekend work days yes   no 

 

Donation__________________________________  

Send to PO Box or direct to  Treasurer, 16 Sandford St, 

Campbells Bay Or Direct Credit to Centennial Park Bush 

Society Inc Account number 389001 0816766 00 and email 

Bushsoc@gmail.com  with receipt address details 
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