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Campbells Bay School’s pohutukawa trees – saved and here to stay   
Photo: Ministry of Education 

plants and the golf club team are preparing the site. Please 
diary this date, bring your family, friends and something for 
morning tea and help us put the plants in the ground. All 
planters are invited to return regularly over the following two 
years to help keep weeds at bay.   

 Richard Hursthouse 

Saving The Trees  

Thanks to a three-month campaign by Save Campbells Bay 
School Trees action group, five of Campbells Bay School’s 
magnificent old pohutukawa will continue to stand guard at 
the school’s entrance for generations to come. When news of 
the plan to remove several iconic trees to make way for a 
new classroom block broke at the end of November 2020, the 
local group met together to organise publicity, canvass public 
support, and challenge the Ministry of Education to find a 
way of retaining the trees. The outcome seemed uncertain 
until, at a 4 March 2021 Zoom meeting, the MOE revealed 
their revised design, which entails moving the building 4.5 
metres further back, so the trees can be saved. Construction 
is due to begin this month.  The trees will have their roots 
and branches trimmed and will be composted, mulched and 
irrigated to protect their future health. 

Jenny Chamberlain  

Matariki Planting Day July 3 

We will mark Matariki this year with another mass planting 
and we’d love your help. We are again working with Pupuke 
Golf Club to plant an area of bare grass, this time on the 
uphill side of the 14th fairway. The aim is to slow and reduce 

the volume of 
stormwater which 
rushes into the bush, 
placing the whole 
stream network 
under stress.  
Auckland Council is 
supplying 1000 

 

Centennial Park Bush Society 2021 AGM 
 

Wednesday 9 June, 7.30pm Pupuke Golf Club 
 

Geomorphologist Jacqui McCord will talk about the 
History and Values of Centennial Park.  

Copies of Jacqui’s illustrated history will be available 
for $5. Come and join us for this fascinating talk. All 

welcome! Refreshments provided!  

Another Major Planting Day in August  

Park users may have seen the Warehouse planting site near 
the 18th tee, so called because it was planted by a team of 
Warehouse volunteers. Plant growth here has been 
astounding but, sadly, weeds have flourished too. Bush 
Society volunteers work hard here twice yearly, spreading 
mulch and keeping young plants from being smothered by 
bindweed and other invaders.  There are several more 
planting sites around the edge of this bush block where we 
will continue planting in August.    

Richard Hursthouse  



 

  

Kaka In The Park 

The screech of a kaka was heard over Campbells Bay in the 
days leading up to Christmas and a single bird was seen 
flying overhead several times. Kaka have visited Centennial 
Park in the past and are thought to mainly be juveniles flying 
a circuit from Hauturu/Little Barrier Island, to the 
Coromandel and Waitakere Ranges. Imagine our excitement 
when right on Christmas we 
had a kaka in the Avenue of 
Remembrance pohutukawa 
right over our fence. We 
witnessed this youngster 
eating whole flowers, while 
performing acrobatic tricks 
in the trees.  

Richard Hursthouse 

consuming as bait lines are visited only four times a month in 
four months of the year. Many thanks to our dedicated 
baiters!  
 
Peter Aimer 
 

Streaming Ahead 

Summer provided an opportunity for Stream Savers’ new 
streamside plantings to continue growing and it’s fantastic to 
see the native grasses particularly thriving.  They will provide 
shade and a better environment for the stream.  Of course, 
conditions were also great for the weeds, which have been 
increasing too fast for residents to dispose of them.  That is 
where our relationship with Downer NZ comes in.  Downers 
provided large black rubbish bags which their teams collect 
when in the area.  So far two properties have benefitted from 
this partnership with ten bags collected to date.  Thanks 
again Downers. Weed disposal is one of the main costs and 
hassles associated with keeping the stream weed-free. 

If you are interested in joining Stream Savers and would like 
to help improve a streamside area, please get in touch.  We 
also run occasional working bees to support residents with 
weed removal.  These are great opportunities to learn what’s 
a weed and what’s not.  Some of our projects are visible from 
the road and there is a lot of satisfaction in watching the 
natives return.  If you can spare a couple of volunteer hours 
to help us on one of our properties this year, please get in 
touch: paulaark2k@yahoo.com  

More streamside residents are responding to our call to take 
part in Clean Streams, the catchment-wide Campbells Bay 
water quality initiative, for which Stream Savers is the pilot 
Beacon Avenue to Beach Road project. Participating 
landowners are required to give written consent to a site 
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Pest Persistence 
 
The rhythm of predator control has been frustrated by 
periodic Covid restrictions in the past year. Nevertheless 
most rat baitlines in the park and the surrounding halo lines 
have been baited and checked for at least part of the year's 
four monthly pulses. Although the data are incomplete, the 
evidence tells us the rat population has not surged. It hasn’t 
been another mast year for rat tucker (as 2019 was) and the 
data suggest we are keeping rats down, as do the number of 
happy fantails that join the Wednesday workers in the bush. 
 
The year-old possum eradication programme has been 
hugely successful in reducing the population of these 
destructive animals. We have 46 possum traps in the park, 
most of which have caught nothing. But about 10 caught 
one possum, others 2 to 4, and one trap on a particularly 
tasty tree caught 16! In all, we dispatched 35 possums 
during 2020, thanks to the small team of trappers.  
 
Rabbits plague Centennial Park, ravaging new plantings and 
reducing flourishing seedling trees to dead sticks. You might 
have noticed our attempt to protect succulent new plants 
with plastic or hessian screens. However, a recent nocturnal 
mission by professional hunters (contracted by Auckland 
Council) has significantly lowered rabbit numbers – for now 
anyway. The new plants are thriving despite dry weather.  
 
Predator control is a continuing activity. We welcome more 
helpers for either running a set baitline or relief cover as 
needed. You will be well-trained and it is not very time-

mailto:paulaark2k@yahoo.com


 
 

 

Tui Hui 

Boisterous,  widespread 
and abundant, tui follow 
the seasonal succession of 
flowering and fruiting 
plants and increase in 
numbers wherever 
predator control is being 
carried out. Centennial 
Park bird data, gathered 
monthly for 14 years, show a 
clear overall increase in 
these handsome, noisy 
birds. Average sightings rose from 15 or 16 in 2008 – 2009, to 
26 or 27 in 2019 – 2020. We see fewer tui in February 
(around 10 sightings) and more in December when sightings 
rise to over 40 – presumably augmented by spring’s 
fledglings. We wonder where they go in January. Thank you 
everyone who helps birds by helping with predator control. 

Jo Broad 

 

Forest Guardians’ Polite New Sign 

Forest Guardians Freddie, Lola, Stella, Paige and Chantelle 
helped design this sign which politely reminds dog walkers to 
keep their pets out of the streams. The fivesome help at 
weeding bees and plantings and are passionate about 
protecting and preserving the forest. Writes Vivienne, Mum 
of three Guardians: “Morning tea is a dangling carrot but 
once they start working in the forest their moods and 
energies lift – surrounded by towering native trees, watching 
fantails, doing the mahi and having great conversations with 
knowledgeable locals. The park offers wonderful grassy off-
leash areas for dogs but when dogs enter waterways they 
damage endangered kokopu habitat. We also want to protect 
spring’s fledglings. 

“Benefitz kindly sponsored the sign and hopefully the 
message will get through. We need to look after what we 
have left – for the planet, for our children and our 
grandchildren.”  

 

visit, a restoration plan and follow-up actions. Some residents 
do all their own work, while project advisors supply expertise 
and plants. Others can’t do the work but are happy to let 
volunteers weed and put the plants in. Clean Streams is 
growing, as is our funding, but we need more funds to 
employ a coordinator. Please consider a generous donation 
so we can keep Clean Streams flowing strongly. 

Paula Arkensteyn and Richard Hursthouse  

Possums, the Passing of Crooked Tail and Henrietta 
Hedgehog’s Lucky Escape 

Summer is a great time to be a possum. Gardens are full of 
apples, feijoas, plums, guavas and peaches and nights are 
warm. But the trapper’s life gets a lot harder with so much 
free forage around. Even so, the Park Possum Gang removed 
six possums from Centennial Park during the February pulse: 
four were in the golf course’s newly-monitored eucalyptus 
stands, one was in the slip gully behind the tennis clubhouse 
and the fourth was nabbed in the juvenile kahikatea by 
Nature Trail marker 17. 

Possum trapping now extends beyond the park in a halo 
bounded by Aberdeen Road, the Castor- Campbells Bay 
clifftops, Kowhai and East Coast Roads. Currently we respond 
to homeowners reporting possum activity to the Bush 
Society. The service is free within those boundaries, however 
donations to the Bush Society are always welcome. I can be 
contacted on 027 4966447 if you have a possum problem. 

Hedgehogs look endearing and cute but are actually vicious 
predators with a voracious appetite for weta, skinks, eggs and 
chicks of ground-nesting birds. New Zealand has high 
numbers -- sometimes up to eight per hectare. I came across 
Henrietta while trying to trap Crooked Tail a cunning and 
cautious rat at a Campbells Bay property. It took seven weeks 
to trap him. Henrietta was sniffing around at the time, got a 
big fright and scampered away. Check out her lucky escape 
on: https://youtu.be/T-K0YJIoe3E 

John Kinloch 

 

 

 

 

 

Centennial Park Bush Society Newsletter                                                                                                          Issue 91 

Tui feeding on kowhai nectar                 

Photo: Phil Disberry 

Crooked Tail finally succumbs to temptation 



 
 

 

We acknowledge the support of:  

Support our print sponsors  

Devonport Takapuna Local Board for funding weed 

control at Campbells Bay School. 

Auckland Council Parks Department for supplying plants, 

track metal, rat bait, herbicide gel and equipment for 

volunteers.  

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board for funding weed control  
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Contact Us 

Chair: Richard Hursthouse             021 216 1296 

Secretary: Jenny Chamberlain       021 057 6167 

Treasurer: Max Thomson              479 1681 

Committee: Peter Aimer, Liz Goodwin, Joe Greig, Sue 
Rawstron, Victoria Morris, Fiona Davies, Jo Broad, Stuart 
George, John Kinloch and Mette Rossaak.  

Centennial Park Bush Society Inc. 

Email: bushsoc@gmail.com  

Find out more and sign up to our mailing list at 

https://campbellsbayurbansanctuary.org.nz/ 

   www.facebook.com/campbellsbayurbansanctuary/ 

   www.instagram.com/campbells_bay_urban_sanctuary/ 

Help the natural environment by using this 
handy new Forest & Bird guide to rid your 
backyard of harmful weeds. It has 36 clear 
images and up to date information on control 
options.  Go to www.forestandbird.org.nz/
weedguide for more information.  

mailto:bushsoc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/campbellsbayurbansanctuary/
https://www.instagram.com/campbells_bay_urban_sanctuary/
http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/weedguide
http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/weedguide

